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Municipal  Health  Centre, 
Whitegate  Drive, 
Blackpool. 
September,  1955. 


To  the  Alayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  County  Borough  of  Blackpool. 

I ‘have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
Borough,  and  the  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  j^ear  1954. 

The  report  follows  the  lines  of  previous  years  and  includes  certain  points  asked 
for  by  Circulars  1/54  and  28/54  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


The  population  of  the  Borough,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at  mid 
1954  is  147,500,  an  increase  of  800  on  the  previous  year.  The  Birth  Rate  at  10.8 
per  1000  Births  shows  a slight  decrease  from  that  of  1953,  and  seems  to  be  getting 
stabilised  at  approximately  the  figures  for  the  1930’ s.  The  Death  Rate  shows  a 
slight  increase,  entirely  confined  to  the  aged  and  probably  accounted  for  by  the 
severe  winter.  The  infantile  mortality  too  unfortunately  shows  a slight  rise  from 
27.2  per  1000  live  Births  to  30.1. 


With  regard  to  infectious  diseases,  I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  major 
epidemic  occurred  in  the  Borough.  The  notification  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping- 
cough  show  a marked  reduction  and  it  is  particularly  gratifying  to  note  that  for 
the  fourth  year  in  succession  there  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  that  during 
1954  only  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified.  Measles  however,  showed  a 
considerable  rise.  During  the  year  44  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in 
9 small  outbreaks,  but  only  in  one  was  a definite  organism  isolated.  Details  of 
the  outbreak  will  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  Report.  In  this  connection  the 
importance  of  clean  food  handling  is  paramount,  and  one  cannot  help  but  feel  that 
both  the  public  and  the  people  in  the  food  trade  are  more  apathetic  than  they 
should  be  in  dealing  with  food  hygiene.  Once  again  the  department  in  co-operation 
with  the  School  of  Food  Technology  attempted  to  establish  food  hygiene  lectures 
but  the  response  was  negligible. 

In  my  report  for  1952  was  given  in  considerable  detail  the  work  of  the  Local 
Health  Service  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  These  continue  to  develop 
satisfactorily,  but  shortage  of  staff  in  the  Home  Nursing  and  Domestic  Help 
services  prevents  us  giving  as  fully  an  adequate  service  as  we  would  desire. 


The  work  of  the  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  department  continues  to  increase. 
Shortage  of  accommodation  for  senile  female  mental  patients  continued  during  the 
year  and  caused  much  anxiety.  The  difficulties  of  the  Bed  Bureau  is  appreciated  and 
it  is  hoped  that  a solution  to  the  problem  will  soon  be  found.  Tlie  acute  shortage 
of  accommodation  for  mental  defectives  also  continues,  but  the  short-term  vacancies 
we  have  been  able  to  get  have  been  much  appreciated  by  parents  and  relatives  in 
these  cases.  Further  development  of  this  scheme  would  be  of  great  benefit  and 
might  reduce  the  number  of  applications  for  permanent  admission  to  Institutions. 
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The  importance  of  the  function  of  the  department  in  connection  with  enviro- 
mental  health  cannot  be  stressed  too  much.  In  this  foreword  it  is  impossible  to 
comment  on  each  individual  aspect  of  the  enviromental  health  service,  but  a perusal 
of  the  latter  part  of  the  report  should  be  of  interest,  such  subjects  as — Rodent 
Control,  General  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  and  Ice  Cream  Control. 

In  conclusion,  ladies  and  gentlemen  I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation 
of  your  active  interest  in  maintaining  an  efficient  Public  Health  Service  in  Blackpool, 
and  to  express  my  thanks  to  other  officials  of  the  Corporation  for  information 
incorporated  in  this  report.  Lastly  my  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  all  members  of  my 
own  staff  who  continue  to  give  me  unstinted  loyalty  and  support. 

I am. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  W.  MURRAY. 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

The  Health  Committee,  set  up  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  Part  II 
of  the  Fourth  Schedule  to  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  is  constituted  as 
follows  : 

22  Council  Members. 

2 Council  Members  nominated  by  the  Education  Committee. 

2 Non-council  members  nominated  by  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Division  of  the 

British  Medical  Association. 

2 Non-council  members  (experts)  nominated  by  corporate  members  of  the 

Health  Committee. 

2 Non-council  members  nominated  by  the  Executive  Council  for  the  County 

Borough. 

3 Non-council  members  (women)  nominated  by  Corporate  members  of  the 

Health  Committee. 

1 Non-council  member  nominated  by  the  Local  Dental  Committee. 

2 Non-council  members  nominated  by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital 

Management  Committee. 

Briefly,  the  main  function  of  this  Committee,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the 
Council,  are  to  carry  out  (a)  the  local  health  authority  fimctions  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Acts,  (b)  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to 
the  notification  of  births,  registration  of  nursing  and  maternity  homes,  (c)  the 
provisions  of  the  Midwives  Acts,  1918-1951,  (d)  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  and  the  Blackpool  Improvement  Acts  relating  to  infectious  disease. 

Three  sub-committees  have  been  appointed,  i.e.  Accounts,  Mental  Health  and 
Care,  and,  jointly  with  the  Education  Committee  a sub-committee  has  been 
appointed  to  consider  the  provision  of  a dental  service  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  school  age  in 
conjunction  with  the  existing  school  dental  service. 

RELATED  HEALTH  SERVICES  COMMITTEE. 

This  committee  is  comprised  of  19  Council  members  only.  The  extent  of  the 
committee’s  functions  can  be  observed  from  a perusal  of  this  report,  with  the 
exception  of  those  matters  which  are  within  the  purview  of  the  Health  Committee. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
(as  at  31st  December,  1954). 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer: 

George  W.  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

David  W.  Wauchob,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer: 

Kathleen  Ball,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

Harry  Priestley,  M.B.E.  (a)  (b). 

Chief  Administrative  Assistant: 

George  E.  Fielding  (a). 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  W.  Barlow  (c)  (d)  (e)  (/)  (g). 

Sanitary  Staff: 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  J.  Pickard  (a)  (b)  ; District  Inspectors,  A.  E. 
Fitton  (a),  E.  Smith  (a),  W.  Moister  (a),  A.  Daniel  (a)  (b),  T.  W.  Lomax  (a)  (b), 
E.  W.  Burrows  (a)  (b),  E.  Jackson  (a)  (b),  J.  Parkinson  (a)  (b),  L.  Moorhouse 
(a)  (b)  ; Pestologist,  A.  Howard. 


Abattoirs  Superintendent : 

W.  Riley  (a)  (b). 

Health  Visitors: 

M.  Partington  (c)  (d)  (e),  D.  Lea  (c)  (e)  (f),  W.  Walsh  (c)  (e)  (/),  P.  Wroe  (c) 
(e)  (/),  M.  Lorraine  (c)  (e)  (j)  (g),  M.  Ryder  (c)  (d)  (e)  (/),  A.  McCullagh  (c)  (d) 
C^)  (f)  (g)}  F-  Nightingale  (c)  (e)  (f),  A.  Leach  (c)  (e)  (f)  ; Tuberculosis  Nurses, 
D.  Harrison  (c)  {e)  (/),  K.  Watson  (c)  {d)  (e). 


Midwives : 

L.  Hill  (c)  (e),  G.  Dixon  (e),  E.  V.  Fisher  (e),  F.  H.  C.  Savage  (e),  A.  Brining 

(c)  (.). 


Home  Nurses: 

D.  Bennett  (c),  M.  Catterall  (c)  (e),  C.  Dobson  (c)  {d),  I.  Dewhurst  (c),  R. 
Elliott  (c),  W.  Emery  (c)  {e),  E.  Foster  (c'i  {g),  E.  Greatorex  (c)  (d)  (e),  A.  M. 
Lister  (c)  (e)  {g),  A.  Myles  (c),  M.  McRoy  (c)  {g),  G.  E.  Ronson  (c)  (g), 
M.  Rought-Brooks  (c)  (e),  M.  Rossall  (c)  {d)  (e)  (g)  Qi),  G.  L.  Schofield  (c) 
(e),  A.  Spencer  (c)  (d)  (g). 
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Mental  Health  Staff: 

Duly  Authorised  Officers,  D.  Taylor,  H.  J.  Corpe  ; Mental  Health  Worker,  Miss 
E.  M.  Dash  ; Supervisor,  Occupation  Centre,  Mrs.  L.  V.  Higham,  Assistant 
Supervisors,  Mrs.  M.  G.  Griffiths,  Miss  K.  Parr. 

Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff: 

Senior  Statistical  Clerk,  D.  H.  Taylor,  A.C.C.S.,  Senior  Clerks,  R.  Pryar,  H.  R. 
Dowling,  J.  Richardson  ; Secretary  to  M.O.H.,  Miss  N.  Brown  ; seven  male  clerks 
and  one  storekeeper  ; ten  female  clerks,  three  shorthand/typists  and  one  telephonist. 

Domestic  Help  Supervisor: 

Mrs.  H.  McClellan. 

Physiotherapists : 

Miss  J.  Kelsall,  C.S.P.  and  Mrs.  B.  Chester,  C.S.P. 

Radiographer : 

Mrs.  M.  Easter,  (c)  (d). 

Public  Analyst  (Part  Time): 

J.  G.  Sherratt,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 


(a)  Holders  of  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitar}*  Institute  or  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Examination  Joint  Board. 

(b)  Holders  of  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

(c)  General  Trained. 

(d)  Fever  Trained. 

(e)  State  Certified  Midwife. 

(f)  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(g)  Trained  in  District  Nursing  by  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing. 

(h)  Midwifery  Teacher’s  Diploma. 


T dOO 
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BIRTH  RATES  FOR  TKj)  YFL'J^  1883  - 1953 
Blackpool  ^ 

England  and  Wales  . 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  VITAL  STATISTICS, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 

HEALTH  SERVICES. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (exclusive  of  foreshore) 

8,512’ acres. 

Area  of  foreshore  and  Tidal  Water 

2,068  acres. 

Population  (Census  1951) 

147,131 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate — mid  j^ear  1954)  ... 

147,500 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

47,716 

Number  of  empty  houses 

353 

Rateable  value  of  the  borough  ... 

£1,877,098 

Produce  of  a Penny  Rate 

£7,570 

VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

Male. 

Female.  Total. 

Live  Births  : Legitimate 

781 

690  1471 

Illegitimate 

62 

62  124 

Birth  Rate  (Crude)  per  1000  pop. 

Birth  Rate  (Standardised)  per  1000  pop. 


Stillbirths 


Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1000  births  (live 
Rate  per  1000  population 


22 

4 

and  still) 

1143 

Death  Rate  (crude)  per  1000  pop. 

Death  Rate  (standardised)  per  1000  pop. 


10.8 

12.1 


32.2 

.36 

16.1 

12.9 


23 

4 


1231 


45 

8 


2374 


Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of 
childbirth  : No. 

(a)  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Other  puerperal  causes  ...  1 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

(a)  All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ... 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age 
(per  1000  live  births)  ... 


Rate  per  1000 
births  (live  and  still) 


30.1 
27.9 
64.5 

23.2 


BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  allocated  to  Blackpool  during  1954  was  1595,  a 
slight  decrease  on  the  previous  year.  The  crude  birth  rate  is  10.8  per  1000 
population  and  the  adjusted  birth  rate  12.1  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  with 
which  the  local  adjusted  rate  should  be  compared  is  15.2. 

Illegitimate  Births,  124  such  births  were  registered  during  the  year  resulting 
in  a rate  of  .84  per  1000  population  and  amounts  to  7.5%  of  the  total  births. 

Stillbirths,  53  stillbirths  were  registered  during  1954.  This  is  a slight  increase 
over  the  previous  year  and  gives  a rate  of  32.2  per  1000  total  births.  This  compares 
unfavourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  24.0. 
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DEATHS. 

2374  deaths  were  allocated  to  Blackpool  during  the  year  under  review.  The 
corresponding  crude  death  rate  is  16.1  per  1000  population  and  the  adjusted  rate 
12.9.  Once  again  this  latter  rate  does  not  compare  favourably  with  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales,  i.e.  11.3. 

The  percentages  of  deaths  in  various  age  groups  with  corresponding  figures 
for  previous  years  are  shown  below  : 


.\(4C 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1940 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Under  12  iiiouths  

0.3 

5.3 

4.0 

3.1 

3.7 

4.5 

3.5 

2.1 

2.7 

2.1 

2.0 

2.1 

2.0 

1 year  and  under  5 years  ... 

1.3 

.9 

.5 

,8 

.9 

.0 

O 

2 

.4 

.5 

.1 

.3 

5 years  and  under  15  years 

37.3 

35.1 

36.4 

34.1 

34.0 

32.3 

30.7 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.3 

15  years  and  under  05  years 

32.2 

27.9 

28.4 

26.6 

29.1 

28.4 

05  years  and  over  ... 

55.1 

58.7 

59.1 

02.0 

01.4 

02.7 

04.0 

07.0 

68.7 

08.7 

70.7 

68.1 

09.0 

The  detail  in  the  following  table  showing  total  deaths  allocated  to  Blackpool, 
classified  according  to  cause  and  sub-classified  into  sex  and  age  groups,  is  furnished 
by  the  Registrar-General. 


\ 
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COMPARISON  OP  THE  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  OP  BLACKPOOL 
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Causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  in  the  County  Borough  of  Blackpool. 


AGE  AT  DEATH 


All 

ages 

0— 

1— 

5— 

15— 

25 

45— 

05— 

4 J 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

M 

25 

9 

9 

0 

1 

F 

18 

— 

1 

— 

5 

7 

3 

9 

Tuberculosis,  other 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

M 

c 







. 

9 

3 

1 

Syphilitic  disease  

F 

a 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Diphtheria  

M 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

M 

F 

M 

2 

1 

1 

__ 

Meningococcal  infections 

F 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

M 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

M 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

M 

F 

1 

2 

— 

z 

z 

1 

1 

1 

z 

z 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

M 

28 

__ 





1 

12 

4 

11 

F 

28 









1 

10 

9 

8 

M 

46 

. 

__ 

__ 

1 

1 

25 

13 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

F 

16 

— 

_ 

— 

9 

4 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

F 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

17 

7 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

F 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

15 

4 

6 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

M 

101 









7 

33 

30 

25 

F 

88 









3 

32 

20 

27 

M 

5 

1 

.. 

1 

3 



Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

F 









4 

9 

1 

M 

10 



___ 







1 

6 

3 

Diabete.s 

F 

18 









5 

7 

6 

M 

132 



1 



4 

29 

47 

51 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

F 

216 

— 



1 



3 

49 

70 

93 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

M 

228 









3 

89 

82 

54 

F 

149 









2 

24 

59 

64 

M 

16 











0 

6 

4 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

F 

13 











5 

4 

4 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

M 

196 









7 

31 

40 

112 

F 

274 









2 

20 

52 

200 

M 

40 







2 

4 

18 

16 

Other  circulatory  disea.se 

F 

53 









0 

12 

35 

M 

5 





__ 





1 

9 

9 

Influenza 

F 

5 











1 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  

M 

25 

3 







1 

7 

7 

7 

F 

27 

4 

1 

1 



1 

7 

3 

10 

Bronchitis  

M 

72 











09 

29 

21 

F 

57 









1 

10 

21 

25 

M 

10 









1 

3 

4 

9 

Other  disease  of  lespiratory  system 

F 

6 



__ 

— 

\ — 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

M 

0 









2 

9 

3 

2 

F 

8 









3 

2 

3 

M 

3 

1 











T 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

F 

4 









2 

1 

1 

M 

14 



5 

4 

5 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

F 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

9 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

M 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

S 

10 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

7 

4 

1 

0 

Congenital  malformations 

F 

6 

6 













Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

M 

F 

100 

113 

17 

11 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

24 

13 

21 

23 

31 

60 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

M 

F 

8 

6 

— 

— 

2 

T 

1 

— 

O 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

All  other  accidents 

M 

F 

17 

32 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 

7 

2 

3 

7 

20 

Suicide  

M 

F 

15 

0 





— 



3 

2 

8 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

M 

F 

_ 

_ 

_ 

ALL  CAUSES  

M 

1143 

20 

3 

5 

4 

50 

325 

355 

375 

F 

1231 

22 

4 

3 

4 

30 

263 

319 

585 
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Tuberculosis.  44  persons  died  during  the  year  from  tuberculosis  ; of  these 
43  were  classified  as  due  to  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  1 due  to  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis.  The  mortality  rates  (per  1000  population)  for  Blackpool  and  England 
and  Wales  are  : 


Total  Deaths  

Respiratoiy-  Tuberculosis  ... 
Non-respiratorj^ 


Blackpool 

.298 

.292 

.007 


England  and 
Wales. 

.179 

.160 

.019 


Heart  Diseases.  37  % of  the  total  deaths  have  been  directly  ascribed  to  one 
or  other  of  the  various  forms  of  heart  diseases.  The  largest  single  cause  was 
coronary  disease  and  angina  which  accounted  for  377  deaths  out  of  a total  of  876. 


Cancer.  381  persons  died  from  cancer,  leukaemia  or  aleaukaemia,  during  the 
year  1954.  The  mortality  rate  2.6  per  1000  population  is  a slight  increase  on  the 
previous  year. 


Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  which  appears  to  be  increasing  year  by  year 
was  responsible  for  62  deaths  during  the  year  as  against  59  the  previous  year. 
The  respective  mortality  rates  are  .42  and  .40  per  1000  population. 


Infant  Mortality.  48  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  died  during  1954. 
The  death  rate  30.1  per  1000  live  births  is  somewhat  higher  than  in  the  previous 
year  and  is  also  higher  than  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  i.e.  25.5. 


Neo-Natal  Mortality,  Of  the  49  children  who  died  during  their  first  year 
37  died  in  the  first  four  weeks  after  birth.  Here  again,  the  mortality  rate  23.2  per 
1000  live  births  shows  a slight  increase  on  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  17.7. 


Details  of  the  causes  of  the  above-mentioned  infantile  and  neo-natal  deaths 
are  given  below  : 


Cause. 

Lobar  Pneumonia 
Broncho  Pneumonia  ... 
Pneumonia  of  the  newborn  ... 
Acute  Gastro-Enteritis  ... 
Nephritis 

Infected  Meningocele  ... 

Spina  bifida  and  hydrocephalus 
Congenital  heart  disease 
Tracheo  oesophageal  fistula  ... 
Jejunal  atresia  ... 

Congenital  hepatic  abnormality 


Neo- 

Infantile  Natal 
1 
1 

5 5 

1 
1 

1 1 

1 1 

3 2 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 
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Meningitis  (Staphylococcal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

General  peritonitis  due  to  volvulus  of  small  intestine  ...  1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ...  2 

Asphyxia  but  under  what  circumstances  the  deceased  came 

to  be  asphyxiated  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  ...  1 

Sepsis  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Kernicterus  ...  ...  ...  1 

Respiratory  Failure  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  17 

Asphyxia  due  to  infantile  convulsions  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accidental — asphyxia  due  to  drowning  through  being  born 

while  the  mother  was  sitting  on  the  lavatory  ...  1 


1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 

17 


1 


48  37 


Maternal  Mortality.  One  maternal  death  was  allocated  to  Blackpool  during 
the  year.  The  deceased  was,  in  fact,  a visitor  from  Scotland  but  as  there  is  no 
transferability  of  deaths  between  England  and  Scotland  the  death  is  allocated  to 
the  area  of  occurrence.  The  local  rate  is  .6  per  1000  total  births  compared  with 
.69  for  England  and  Wales. 


Comparative  Statistics.  The  following  table  affords  a comparison  between 
the  statistics  of  previous  years,  so  far  as  they  are  available,  with  those  of  the  year 
under  review. 


Birth  Rates 

Death  Rates 

Still- 

Ulegi- 

Tuber- 

Period  or 

Year 

Total 

births 

timate 

Total 

Infantile 

Neo-Natal 

Maternal 

culosis 

Cancer 

(per  1000 

— 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

popula- 

total 

total 

popula- 

live 

live 

total 

popula- 

popula- 

tion) 

births) 

births) 

tioii) 

births) 

births) 

births) 

tion) 

tion) 

1886—1890 

25.2 





15.3 

144.2 









1891—1895 

23.9 

— 

— 

15.3 

168.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1896—1900 

26.5 

— 

— 

14.4 

159.9 

— 

— 

— 

.67 

1901—1906 

22.3 

— 

1.3 

12.9 

138.4 

— 

— 

— 

.93 

1906—1910 

17.4 

— 

1.2 

12.2 

115.4 

— 

— 

— 

.88 

1911—1915 

15.6 

— 

1.3 

14.0 

115.7 

— 

— 

.91 

1.3 

1916—1920 

12.7 

— 

1.4 

14.7 

88.8 

— 

— 

1.0 

1.6 

1921—1925 

15.0 

— 

1.3 

14.3 

73.3 

— 

6.6 

.88 

1.7 

1926—1930 

11.8 

— 

.93 

13.7 

66.2 

— 

5.7 

.76 

1.8 

1931—1935 

10.5 

53.5 

.76 

14.2 

03.6 

— 

6.0 

.71 

2.0 

1936  ... 

10.8 

55.2 

.62 

15.6 

63.0 

— 

4.6 

.63 

2.1 

1937  ... 

10.3 

60.9 

.64 

16.6 

57.7 

— 

3.1 

.62 

2.2 

1938  ... 

10.9 

42.5 

.63 

14.6 

47.2 



4.7 

.59 

2.3 

1939  ... 

10.6 

39.5 

.78 

14.8 

53.5 



2.0 

.58 

2.1 

1940  ... 

9.4 

40.4 

.69 

15.4 

53.0 



7.1 

.49 

1.7 

1941  ... 

11.5 

.36.1 

.97 

16.5 

56.8 



2.0 

.62 

2.3 

1942  ... 

12.7 

30.9 

1.3 

13.8 

68.4 



4.8 

.49 

1.9 

1943  ... 

12.5 

30.3 

1.2 

14.8 

62.6 

— 

2.5 

.55 

2.2 

1944  ... 

13.8 

33.7 

1.4 

14.3 

41.3 

— 

3.8 

.53 

2.2 

1945  ... 

12.5 

29.1 

1.7 

14.8 

37.8 



2.0 

.,59 

2.3 

1946  ... 

13.7 

28.2 

1.3 

13.8 

37.8 

— 

2.8 

.53 

2.2 

1947  ... 

15.2 

27.1 

.98 

14.0 

43.4 

— 

2.1 

.53 

2.1 

1948  ... 

13.3 

29.0 

1.1 

13.8 

36.3 

— 

1.9 

.47 

9 9 

1949  ... 

12.2 

31.4 

.88 

15.1 

25.8 

— 

i.i 

.45 

2.4 

1950  ... 

11.3 

28.7 

.73 

15.7 

37.8 

24.8 

1.7 

.30 

2.4 

1951 

11.1 

31.7 

.86 

18.3 

35.2 

24.7 

1.2 

.34 

2.6 

1952 

10.9 

29.0 

.68 

15.4 

28.0 

19.3 

.6 

.30 

2.6 

1953  ... 

11.0 

27.0 

.91 

14.3 

07  2 

22.2 

.6 

.16 

2.5 

1954 

10.8 

32.2 

.84 

10.1 

30.1 

23.2 

.0 

.30 

2.0 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Full  details  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  set  out  in  the  following 
tables,  and  I should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  following. 


For  the  fourth  consecutive  year  I am  able  to  report  that  no  positive  case  of 
diphtheria  was  reported  in  the  borough,  and  that  there  is  a big  drop  in’ the  number 
of  cases  of  Whooping-cough. 


Measles  has  again  returned  to  a high  level  comparable  with  the  years  1951 
and  1952. 

Scarlet  Fever  notifications  have  fallen  to  the  lowest  figure  since  1947,  so  that 
the  increased  trend  over  the  past  eight  \'ears  has  been  broken. 


Dysentery  has  nearly  trebled  the  1953  figure,  but  is  small  in  comparison  with 
the  year  1952. 

The  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  has  been  greatly  reduced  and  only  2 cases  have 
been  confirmed  as  definite.  One  being  paralytic  and  one  non-paralytic. 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease.  The  following  tables  give  details  of  (1) 
cases  of  notifiable  diseases  recorded  during  the  past  twelve  years,  and  (2)  corrected 
notifications  during  1954  classified  according  to  age  groups. 


Disease 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Scarlet  Fever 

566 

530 

219 

148 

140 

269 

280 

239 

224 

265 

379 

152 

Whooping  Cough 

513 

322 

280 

403 

207 

331 

326 

290 

245 

508 

430 

192 

Diphtheria 

81 

56 

95 

44 

44 

39 

25 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

913 

1526 

715 

883 

975 

1586 

1089 

698 

17.50 

1733 

695 

1741 

Pneumonia 

99 

70 

23 

21 

21 

23 

31 

16 

43 

35 

35 

21 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

18 

12 

4 

8 

5 

13 

5 

3 

1 

5 

3 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

2 

10 

4 

6 

8 

6 

15 

44 

2 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  lethargies 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

19 

2 

— 

11 

1 

53 

33 

12 

10 

425 

SO 

87 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

11 

7 

1 

— 

2 

25 

10 

4 

2 

4 

23 

26 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

56 

65 

34 

R 

34 

33 

41 

25 

26 

53 

41 

41 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

7 

17 

9 

1 

3 

10 

1 

•) 

1 

— 

1 

ot  recc 

riled 

44 

66 

8 

14 

194 

44 

Erysipelas  

35 

51 

44 

40 

33 

38 

41 

29 

21 

22 

32 

22 

Pemphigus  

28 

5 

— 

— 

1 

11 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

7 

13 


Ad- 

mitted 

to 

AGE  PERIODS 

Corrected 

CouRKUTEi)  Notifications 

Notifica- 

tions 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

Hospital 

Under 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

& 

I 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

34 

44 

64 

over 

Scarlet  Fever  

1.52 

104 

— 

12 

33 

88 

14 

O 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

102 

10 

8 

35 

45 

102 

t> 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

Mea.sles 

1741 

51 

59 

313 

450 

896 

IS 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

21 

8 

1 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

2 

4 

6 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

Poliomyelitis  

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis  

Encephalitis  lethargica  

Dysentery  

87 

64 

5 

9 

16 

24 

10 

3 

10 

6 

4 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

26 

— 

26 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

41 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

18 

1 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

44 

7 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

5 

13 

C 

13 

2 

Erysipelas  

22 

10 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

10 

3 

Pemphigus  

7 

7 

0 

1 

— 

*2  home  cases  admitted  to  Devonshire  Road  Hospital. 

1 case  transferred  from  “ Glenroyd  ” Maternity  Hospital  to  Devonshire  Road 
Hospital. 

1 case  transferred  from  Victoria  Hospital  to  Devonshire  Road  Hospital. 

The  remaining  cases  were  treated  as  follows  : 

6 at  home. 

20  in  “ Glenroyd  ” Maternity  Hospital. 

11  in  Victoria  Hospital. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

Nine  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  recorded,  but  in  one  case  only  was  the 
causative  agent  ascertained.  Brief  details  of  all  outbreaks  are  given  in  the  following 
table.  No  single  cases  were  recorded  during  the  year. 


Cases 

notified 

Cases  found 
to  iiave 
symptoms 

Consumers 
at  risk 

Ornanism 
or  other 
a^ent 
responsible 

Food  Involved. 

2 

3 

not 

known 

Not 

ascertained 

Pickled  Beef.  The  three  cases  appear  to  be  connected 
tlirouRh  a purchase  of  pickled  beef  by  one  of  the  cases. 
She  consumed  a portion  and  pas.sed  the  remainder  to 
the  other  two  cases.  The  meal  consumed  by  these  two 
latter  cases  consisted  solely  of  pickled  beef  and  bread. 

No  sources  of  infection  were  ascertained  at  the  premises 
where  the  beef  was  prepared. 

2 

t) 

0 

Not 

ascertained 

Not  ascertained.  It  is  assumed  that  the  food  involved 
was  consumed  at  the  home  of  the  two  cases  and  that  the 
consumers  at  risk  would  be  6.  No  connection  was  established 
with  other  cases  of  food  poisoning  or  with  any  particular 
food  consumed. 

4 

4 

U 

Not 

ascertained 

The  four  cases  were  visitors  to  Blackpool  and  consumed 
the  same  meals  as  the  other  guests  in  the  boarding-house. 
Specimens  of  foods  consumed  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  with  negative  results. 

2 

2 

2 

Salmonella 

thompson 

Not  known.  The  only  food  specimens  available  gave  a 
negative  result. 

8 

8 

8 

Not 

ascertained 

Not  ascertained.  A can  of  synthetic  cream  had  been  in 
use  at  the  private  hotel  where  the  cases  occurred  from 
about  12th  August  until  18th  Augu.st  ; sweets  and 
confectionery  with  the  cream  added  may  have  been 
served  on  the  days  when  persons  were  taken  ill.  Samples 
of  this  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Pathological 
Laboratory  for  examination  but  the  findings  were  negative. 

O 

30 

14 

Not 

ascertained 

Not  ascertained.  The  10  ascertained  cases  were  visitors 
staying  at  a boardinghouse  in  Blackpool  where  it  is 
assumed  that  the  food  involved  was  consumed.  The 

premises  were  clean,  the  food  storage  facilities  good  and 
there  is  nothing  to  suggest  that  the  food  handlers  were 
the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 

1 

4 

6 

Not 

ascertained 

Not  ascertained.  A stew  of  steak  and  cow  heel  was 
prepared  at  this  household,  the  majority  of  \vhich  was 
consumed  the  same  day  as  prepared.  The  remainder  was 
potted  and  consumed  the  following  day.  Specimens  of 
this  potted  meat  could  not  be  obtained  as  the  unconsumed 
portion  was  disposed  of  before  the  illness  commenced. 
Two  persons  who  partook  of  identical  meals  to  the  lour 
cases  were  not  affected. 

4 

4 

5 

Not 

ascertained 

Not  ascertained.  The  four  cases  were  man  and  wife  and 
two  children.  A lodger  who  consumed  identical  meals 
was  not  affected.  All  food  prepared  was  consumed  the 
same  day.  No  made  up  meat  dishes  or  preparations 
likely  to  come  under  suspicion  were  consumed  prior  to 
the  onset  of  illness. 

7 

7 

7 

Not 

ascertained 

Not  definitely  ascertained.  Of  the  9 members  of  the 
liousehold  7 were  affected.  The  common  item  of  diet 
amongst  the  affected  persons  was  canned  peas.  The  two 
members  not  affected  did  not  consume  any  of  the.se 
peas.  Unfortunately  no  specimens  of  the  peas  could  be 
obtained  for  examination.  The  home  conditions  were 
good  and  the  food  storage  facilities  could  not  be  faulted. 

No  indication  tliat  any  of  the  food  handlers  were  tlic  cause 
of  the  illness. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Incidence.  During  the  year  177  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  comprising 
159  respiratory  and  18  non-respiratory  cases.  Of  these  109  (96  respiratoiy’  and 
13  non-respiratory)  were  primary  notifications.  The  remaining  68  supplementary 
notifications  were  made  up  as  follows  : 

7 from  Deaths  Returns  from  Local  Registrars. 

6 Posthumous  Notifications. 

54  Transfers  from  other  areas. 

1 from  other  sources. 
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The  following  table  classifies  the  notifications  of  tuberculosis  according  to  age 
groups. 


Notitlcatioiis. 

Age  IVrioils 

llospiratory 

Xoii-Uespiratory 

Male 

rVinalo 

Male 

r’eniale 

0 — 

1 — 

.)  

4 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

• 5 — 

3 

3 

— 

3 

10  — 

1 

1 

1* 

5 

15  — 

1 

6 

— 

— 

20  — 

9 

11 

— 

1 

25  — 

16 

23 

3 

2 

35  — 

12 

11 

— 

— 

46  — 

16 

4 

1 

— 

55  — 

15 

4 

1 

— 

65  — 

9 

3 

— 

— 

75  — 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Totals 

86 

73 

7 

11 

The  following  table  which  summarises  the  notification  register,  shows  the 
number  of  patients  at  the  end  of  1953,  the  fluctuation  of  patients  during  the  year 
1954  and  the  number  remaining  at  the  end. 


Type  and 

Sex  of  cases 

Remaining 
on  register 
31.12.53 

Xotiflc’ns 
(from  all 
sources) 

Hied 

Recovered 

Transfered 

Lost  Trace 

Altered 

Diagnosis 

Remaining 
on  register 
31.12.54 

Respiraton’ 

M 

356 

80 

35 

12 

10 

3 

1 

381 

Tuberculosis 

F 

266 

73 

19 

17 

28 

1 

1 

273 

Non-Respiratorv 

M 

56 

7 

O 

7 

3 

1 

50 

Tuberculosis 

F 

59 

11 

T 

10 

1 

3 

54 

Totals  

737 

177 

57 

46 

42 

8 

Q 

758 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  deaths  shown  in  the  above  table  are  the  total  number 
of  deaths  of  persons  on  the  register  and  are  not  necessarily  those  whose  death  was 
attributable  to  tuberculosis. 


Mortality.  The  number  of  deaths,  which  according  to  the  Registrar  General, 
were  attributable  to  tuberculosis  in  195-f,  was  44.  This  includes  6 persons  who 
had  not  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease. 


Chest  Clinic.  This  clinic,  administered  by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  is  held  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre  at  the  following 
times  ; 


Monday 

2 to 

4 p.m. 

New  adult  patients. 

Tuesday 

9 to 

10  a.m. 

Refill  clinic. 

2 to 

4 p.m. 

Former  adult  patients  for  clinical  and  x-ray  exam 

inations  by  appointment. 

Wednesday  9 to 

11  a.m. 

Children’s  clinic  (old  and  new  patients). 

2 to 

4 p.m. 

Special  review  of  patients  by  appointment. 

Thursday 

2 to 

4 p.m. 

Former  adult  patients  by  appointment. 

Friday 

10  to 

11  a.m. 

Refill  clinic. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  Venereal  Diseases  clinic  is  located  at  the  rear  of  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre  and  sessions  are  held  at  the  following  times  : 

Males.  Females. 


Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 


4-45  to  6-30  p.m. 

11  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m. 
4-45  to  6-30  p.m. 

11  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m. 


Tuesday  5 to  6-30  p.m. 

Friday  11  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m. 


To  bring  the  clinic  facilities  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  small  notices  are  placed 
in  all  the  Public  Lavatories,  Railway  Stations  and  the  larger  licensed  premises  in 
the  Borough,  stating  the  location  of  the  clinic  and  hours  of  attendance. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee  for  the  following  details  : 


Syphilis 

Gonorrlioca 

Other 

londitions 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

Number  of  patients  on  1st  January,  1954,  under 
treatment  or  observation 

80 

88 

40 

15 

51 

19 

171 

122 

293 

Number  of  patients  removed  from  the  register 
during  any  previous  year  which  returned  during 
1954  for  treatment  or  observations  or  the  same 
condition  

8 

7 8 1.) 

Number  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time 
during  1954  (excluding  those  transfeired  from 
other  Centres,  etc. 

18 

30 

97 

20 

239 

89 

354 

145 

499 

Number  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time 
who  have  been  transferred  from  otlier  Centres 
(civil  or  service)  or  from  practitioners  affiliated 
to  other  Centres  

2 

Ci 

0 

3 

1 

1 

— 

0 

9 

18 

Number  of  patients  suffering  from  sypliilis  and 
gonorrhoea  discharged  after  completion  of  treat- 
ment and  final  test  of  cure,  or  wlio  were 
diagnosed  as  “ other  conditions  ” 

14 

17 

01 

21 

232 

99 

307 

i37 

444 

Number  of  defaulters  and  knoint  deaths 

7 

7 

30 

0 

— 

— 

37 

13 

:^o 

Number  of  patients  transferred  to  other  Centres 
or  Institutions  or  private  practitioners 

14 

9 

20 

0 

8 

1 

42 

10 

58 

Number  of  patients  remaining  under  treatment  or 
observation  on  31st  December,  1964  

72 

99 

32 

11 

51 

155 

I 118 

273 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Medical  Examinations.  All  entrants  to  the  municipal  service  in  the  borough 
are  medically  examined  at  the  Health  Centre  and  a certificate  of  fitness  or  otherwise 
is  forwarded  to  the  department  concerned.  Other  medical  examinations  are  carried 
out,  e.g.  to  ascertain  if  a person  should  be  retired  on  medical  grounds  because  of 
prolonged  absence  from  duty,  and  examinations  on  behalf  of  other  authorities  for 
which  a charge  is  made.  A total  of  1,055  examinations  were  carried  out  throughout 
the  year. 

Cremations.  2,587  cremations  at  the  Blackpool  Crematorium  were  authorised 
during  1954,  of  which  920  were  in  respect  of  Blackpool  residents.  This  is  an  overall 
increase  of  263  on  the  previous  year. 

Light  Treatment,  Exercise  and  Massage.  This  service  is  available  in  full  at 
the  Municipal  Health  Centre  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  children  under 
5 years  of  age  and  school-children,  and  at  Bispham  Clinic  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  children  only.  The  complete  service  has  not  yet  been 
extended  to  Hawes  Side  Lane  and  La\4on  clinics. 
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Full  details  of  the  times  of  treatments  and  instruction  in  exercises  were  given 
in  my  last  report. 

The  number  of  persons  treated  and  attendances  at  the  Health  Centre  and 
Bispham  clinics  are  given  in  the  table  below  : 


Troiitmciit 

Expectant  and 
Nnrsinp  Motliers 

Cliildren  under 

5 years 

Schoolt 

Iiildien 

Miscellaneous 

Ca.se.s 

Atteiul- 

ance.s 

C'usrs 

Attend- 

ances 

Cases 

Attend- 

ances 

Ca-ses 

Attend- 

ances 

Municipal  Health 
Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 
Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 
Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Healtti 
Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 

Centre  Clinic 

1 Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 

Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 

Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 

Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

-Artificial  Sunlight 

487 

88 

5007 

707 

113 

113 

1453 

toil 

353 

— 

3942 

— 

5 

— 

50 

— 

Remedial  Excrc's 

131 

57 

722 

283 

43 

30 

391 

273 

09 

— 

330 

— 

12 

— 

197 

— 

Radiant  Heat  ... 

2 

— 

■1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

55 

— 

3 

— 

40 

— 

JJassape  

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

31 

400 

329 

.t 

— 

10 

— 

* 

— 

— 

^Included  in  Exercises. 


At  Hawes  Side  Lane  and  Layton  clinics  85  and  39  expectant  or  nursing  mothers 
attended  on  430  and  237  occasions  respectively  for  remedial  and  corrective  exercises. 

Child  Life  Protection  and  Adoption  of  Children.  By  arrangement  between 
the  Health  Committee  and  the  Children’s  Committee  the  Health  Visitors  of  this 
department  periodically  visit  foster  children  under  5 years  of  age  and  a consolidated 
report  of  these  visits  is  submitted  to  the  Boarding-Out  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Children’s  Committee.  Persons  wishing  to  adopt  children  are  also  visited  by  the 
Health  Visitors  who  report  on  the  home  conditions  and  environment  of  the  household. 
8 visits  for  this  purpose  were  made  together  with  11  visits  to  foster  parents.  19 
children  who  were  to  be  adopted  were  medically  examined  by  medical  officers  of 
this  department. 

Routine  medical  inspections  of  the  children  in  the  Residential  Nursery  at  214, 
Whitegate  Drive,  Blackpool,  and  the  Grundy  Home,  Stony  Hill  Avenue,  Blackpool, 
are  carried  out  by  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  this  department. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  (Regulations)  Act,  1948.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review  2 daily  minders  providing  for  5 children  were  registered  with  the  Local 
•Authority.  In  addition  one  private  nursery  with  accommodation  for  ten  children 
has  been  registered. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948-51. 

Removal  to  hospital  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  Section  1 (3) 
of  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951,  was  invoked  on  four  occasions 
during  the  year.  In  each  instance  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  a 
local  general  medical  practitioner  gave  a joint  certificate  to  support  the  applications 
for  removal  to  hospital.  The  circumstances  necessitating  removal  to  hospital  were 
that  the  person  was  suffering  from  a chronic  disease  ; was  aged,  infirm,  physically 
incapacitated  and  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  was  unable  to  devote  to  herself 
and  not  receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care  and  attention,  except  in  the  fourth 
case  detailed  below  where  the  person  was  not  suffering  from  any  disease. 


I 
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(1)  A.W.,  female  aged  56  years.  Admitted  to  Victoria  Hospital  on  3rd  March, 

1954  and  died  7th  March,  1954. 

(2)  H.L.,  female  aged  79  years.  Admitted  to  Wesham  Park  Hospital  on  6th  April, 

1954.  Patient  subsequently  expressed  willingness  to  remain  in  hospital 
and  no  further  action  was  taken  under  the  Acts.  She  was  eventually 
discharged  from  hospital  but  her  condition  gradually  deteriorated  and  in 
July  she  was  admitted  to  Rossall  Hospital  at  her  own  request. 

(3)  E.J.S.,  female  aged  79  years.  Admitted  to  Wesham  Park  Hospital  on  14th 

September,  1954.  Still  in  hospital  at  end  of  year. 

(4)  C.J.,  female  aged  92  years.  Admitted  to  “The  Highlands’’  at  Kirkham  on 

6th  October,  1954.  The  patient  was  not  suffering  from  any  disease  and 
after  the  house  had  been  cleaned  and  disinfected  by  this  department  it 
was  considered  inadvisable  to  pursue  proceedings  for  the  patient’s 
continued  detention  in  hospital,  particularly  as  other  tenants  in  the  house 
now  stated  they  were  prepared  to  look  after  her.  Discharged  home  on 
27th  October,  1954.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment and  Blackpool  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  to  visit  the  patient 
occasionally  to  see  that  she  does  not  deteriorate  to  the  stage  where  action 
under  the  Act  would  again  be  necessary. 

Epileptics  and  Spastics.  No  special  facilities  for  epileptics  and  spastics  are 
provided  under  the  local  health  services  other  than  those  services  which  are  available 
for  the  general  community. 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  informs  me  that  in  accordance  with  the  scheme 
for  the  provision  of  welfare  services  for  handicapped  persons  made  under  Section 
29  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  a register  of  such  persons  has  been  compiled 
and  at  31st  December,  1954,  there  are  three  adult  epileptics  and  four  adult  spastics 
included  in  the  register. 


EPILEPTICS. 

At  the  commencement  of  1954,  there  were  twenty  epileptics  maintained  in 
epileptic  colonies.  During  the  year  there  was  one  admission  and  three  discharges, 
leaving  eighteen  maintained  at  31st  December,  1954. 

Fourteen  epileptics  of  school  age  are  known  to  the  department  ; of  these  eleven 
are  attending  ordinary  schools,  and  three  at  a Residential  Special  School. 

In  addition  four  epileptics  of  pre-school  age  are  kept  under  observation  by  the 
Health  Visitors  during  their  routine  visits. 

SPASTICS. 

Of  the  seventeen  spastics  of  school  age  known  to  the  department,  seven  are 
attending  ordinary  schools,  two  the  Day  Special  School  and  two  at  a Residential 
School  for  physically  handicapped  children.  One  child  is  not  yet  suitable  to  attend 
at  any  school  and  is  receiving  home  visits,  and  two  are  in  hospital  Special  Schools, 
and  one  is  in  hospital. 

Nine  spastics  of  pre-school  age  are  kept  under  observation  by  the  Health 
Visitors  of  the  department. 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons.  The  Director  of  Welfare  Ser\dces  informs 
me  that  at  31st  December,  1954,  there  are  380  registered  blind  and  66  partially 
sighted  persons  within  the  Borough. 

Two  partially  sighted  children  are  attending  Residential  Schools,  si.\  are  at 
Primary  and  Secondary  schools  and  are  given  special  supervision. 

One  blind  child  is  at  present  awaiting  admission  to  a Special  School,  but  one 
child  is  at  home,  considered  to  be  ineducable  on  account  of  other  handicaps. 
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Two  blind  or  partially  sighted  children  of  pre-school  age  known  to  the  depart- 
ment are  kept  under  observation  during  routine  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 


(i)  Number  of  cases  resisteied  durinn 

Cause  ol 

Disability 

the  year  in  respect  of  which  para. 

7 (c)  of  Korins  IS.7).8  lecomiiiends : 
Blind  Persons 

Cataract 

Cilaucoma 

Ketrolental 

Fibroplasia 

others 

(a)  No  treatment 

12 

4 

— 

30 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  surgical  or 
optical) 

1 PaTtially  sighted 

12 

3 

14 

(c)  No  treatment 

3 

3 

— 

13 

(d)  Treatment  (medical,  suryical  or 
optical) 

0 

1 

4 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (b)  and  (d) 
above  which  on  follow-up  action 
have  received  treatment. 

Blind  Persons 

4 

3 

— 

13 

Partially  Sighted 

3 

1 

— 

4 

OPTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  ...  ...  27 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which  : 

(a)  Vision  lost  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Vision  impaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 

During  the  year  one  nursing  home,  the  Sunnyside  Medical  and  Convalescent 
Home,  had  the  registration  amended  to  allow  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  beds 
from  4 to  7,  and  the  Burnlea  Nursing  Home  was  registered  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  Details  of  the  registered  nursing  homes  as  at  31st  December,  1954  are 
given  in  the  table  below  : 


.\ddress 

Beds 

Maternity 

Other 

Central  Nursing  Home,  230,  Hornby  Road 

— 

12 

Sunnyside  Medical  and  Convalescent  Home,  420,  Lytham  Road 

— 

7 

Clovcrley  Nursing  Home,  160,  Reads  Avenue  

6 

4 

Convent  of  Our  Lady  of  Wisdom,  575,  Lytham  Road  

— 

57 

Glenfell  Nursing  Home,  308,  St.  Annes  Road  

— 

2 

Ascot  Nursing  Home,  13.  Luton  Road  

14 

Rocklands  Nursing  Home,  49,  Bryan  Road 

- 

14 

Burnlea  Nursing  Home,  71,  Burlington  Road  

— 

4 

TOTALS 

6 

107 

Fifteen  visits  of  inspection  to  the  above  premises  were  made  by  the 
Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  during  the  year. 
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MIDWIVES  ACTS,  1902-1951. 

Inspection  of  Registered  Midwives.  The  number  of  midwives  in  private 
practice  in  the  borough  as  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  nine,  four  of  whom  were 
employed  in  nursing  homes.  These  midwives,  together  with  the  five  midwives 
employed  by  the  local  health  authority,  are  periodically  visited  in  their  homes  by 
the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer,  who  is  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives, 
and  bags,  appliances,  etc.,  are  inspected.  Fifteen  such  visits  were  caried  out  in 
1954.  The  midwives  employed  in  nursing  homes  are  seen  at  the  routine  inspections 
of  these  establishments. 

Medical  Aid — Section  14  (1),  Midwives  Act,  1951.  Medical  Aid  was  summoned 
by  midwives  in  171  instances,  in  22  cases  of  which  the  medical  practitioner  had 
arranged  to  provide  the  patient  with  maternity  medical  services  under  the  National 
Health  Service.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  summon  aid  for  any  institutional 
patients. 

Administration  of  Analgesics.  Twenty-seven  mid  wives  in  practice  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Of  these, 
nineteen  are  employed  in  hospitals  in  the  National  Health  Service  and  three  in 
private  practice  at  registered  nursing  homes. 

The  remaining  five  are  local  authority  midwives  and  each  has  in  her  possession 
a Minnitt  Gas  and  Air  Machine.  Fethedine  Hydrochloride  is  also  provided  for  the 
district  cases.  During  1954  gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered  in  300  and 
Fethedine  in  99  cases.  Details  of  these  cases  are  set  out  in  the  table  below  ; 


Receive 

d relief 

Receive 

amount 

d a fair 
of  relief 

Received  no  relief 

Prima- 

gravida 

Multi- 

gravida 

Prima- 

gravida 

Multi- 

gravida 

Prima- 

gravida 

Multi- 

gravida 

Rpceived  Ante-Natal  in- 
struction in  the  nso  of 
Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

Yes 

20 

ISO 

1 

11 

— 

O 

No 

0 

57 

— 1 7 

1 

1 

Attended  for  Ante-Natal 
l?xprci.sps 

Yes 

14 

74 

1 

9 

— 

1 

No 

20 

100 

— 

9 

1 

2 

Pethedine  .administered  ... 

Yes 

13 

S4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

No 

21 

159 

1 

17 

1 

2 

Stat;e  of  Labour  at  which 
Analgesia  commenced 

1st 

33 

208 

1 

13 

1 

3 

2nd 

1 

35 

— 

5 

— 

— 

3rd 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 

UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE. 

Clinics.  The  following  clinic  centres  were  operating  in  the  Borough  at  the 
end  of  the  year  : 

Municipal  Health  Centre,  Whitegate  Drive,  Blackpool. 

Bispham  Clinic,  junction  of  Bispham  Road  and  Devonshire  Road,  Blackpool. 

Layton  Clinic,  St.  Walburga’s  Road,  Blackpool. 

South  Shore  Clinic,  Hawes  Side  Lane,  Blackpool. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  in  1951  the  necessity  for  a clinic  centre  on  or  near  to 
the  Mereside  housing  estate  was  considered  to  be  one  of  urgency  not  only  because 
of  the  e.xisting  numbers  of  mothers  and  young  children  who  if  it  was  desired  to 
attend  a clinic  had  to  travel  a distance  of  some  two  miles  but  also  in  view  of  the 
extent  of  the  proposed  development  of  the  surrounding  area.  It  will  also  be 
recalled  that  accommodation  was  desired  for  limited  facilities  for  general  medical 
services  under  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  by  medical 
practitioners.  At  that  time  the  local  health  authority’s  proposals  were  for  the 
building  of  a centre  to  provide  maternity  and  child  welfare  services  including  a 
distribution  point  for  welfare  foods  and  a surgery  for  medical  practitioners  operating 
in  that  area.  This  scheme  was  not  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Recently  the  need  for  lending  library  facilities  has  increased  in  the  Mereside 
area  and  the  local  authority  has  considered  a scheme  for  a combined  clinic  centre 
and  public  library’  on  the  same  lines  as  Bispham  and  South  Shore  Centres  which 
would  adequately  satisfy  the  demand  for  both  services.  Accordingly,  further 
proposals  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  approval  of  such  a 
scheme.  It  is  also  suggested  that  the  centre  could  be  used  on  a part-time  basis 
for  a school  medical  clinic.  No  provision  is  made  in  the  proposals  for  a surgery 
for  general  m.edical  practitioners. 

Further  details  on  the  outcome  of  these  proposals  will  be  given  in  mv  report 
for  1955. 


No  changes  were  made  in  the  timing  or  frequency  of  clinic  sessions  during  the 
year  and  at  31st  December,  1954  the  following  sessions  were  held. 


Monday 

9.30  a.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Tuesday 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Wednesday 

9.00  a.m. 

9.00  a.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Thursday 

9.30  a.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Friday 

9.00  to 

10.00  a.m. 

9.30  a.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  (Special)  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre, 
(cases  referred  from  ante-natal  clinics  by  Doctors) . 
Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Hawes  Side  Lane. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Bispham. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  (Midwife’s  Session). 

Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Hawes  Side  Lane. 

.A.nte-Natal  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

Infant  Welfare  Chnic,  Hawes  Side  Lane. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Layton. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Bispham. 

Post-Natal  Clinic — eveiy^^  third  Thursday  at  Bispham, 
Layton  and  South  Shore  Clinics  in  rotation. 
Post-Natal  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Layton. 

Ante-Natal  (Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital)  Booking 
Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

Ante-Natal  (Special)  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre, 
(cases  referred  from  ante-natal  clinics  by  Doctors) . 
Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Hawes  Side  Lane.  ' 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Bispham. 
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Welfare  Foods  and  Proprietary  Brands  of  Baby  Foods,  Cereals,  etc.  On  28th 
June,  1954  at  the  cessation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  local  offices  the  distribution  of 
welfare  foods  became  the  responsibility  of  local  health  authorities.  Cod  liver  oil, 
orange  juice,  vitamin  tablets  and  national  dried  milk  are  now  available  at  the  Health 
Centre  clinic  between  9 o’clock  and  5-30  p.m.  on  Monday  to  Fridays  and  from 
9 to  12  noon  on  Saturdays.  These  items  are  also  available  at  each  clinic  session 
at  Bispham,  Layton  and  South  Shore  centres.  Proprietary  brands  of  dried  milks 
are  also  supplied  in  those  instances  where  the  clinic  medical  officer  certifies  that 
National  Dried  Milk  is  not  suitable  for  the  baby.  This  is  supplied  at  cost  price,  less 
than  cost  price  or  free  of  charge  according  to  the  financial  circumstances  of  the 
parents.  Cod  liver  oil  and  malt  and  certain  vitamin  preparations  are  also  available 
under  a similar  arrangement.  Strained  foods  and  baby  cereals  are  supplied  at  cost 
price. 


Ante-Natal  Services,  Eight  ante-natal  sessions  are  held  weekly,  one  of  which 
is  conducted  by  a district  midwife  at  Bispham  Clinic  centre  and  provides  ante-natal 
care  for  the  midwife’s  domiciliary  cases.  At  the  other  sessions  care  is  provided 
for  mothers  to  be  confined  at  Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital  or  domiciliar}^  midwiferj' 
cases.  In  certain  instances  where  the  patient’s  doctor  so  desires,  women  who  are 
to  have  their  confinement  in  a private  nursing  home  also  attend. 


Advice  is  given  on  hygiene  and  diet  in  pregnancy  and  on  the  provision  to  be 
made  for  the  new  baby.  Stress  is  laid  on  the  importance  of  breast  feeding  and 
instruction  given  on  the  care  and  preparation  of  the  breasts.  Subsequent  to  the 
medical  examination  on  first  attendance  the  expectant  mother  is  examined  at  four 
weekly  intervals  up  to  the  28th  week,  at  two  weekly  intervals  from  then  to  the 
36th  week  and  weekly  during  the  last  month  of  pregnancy.  At  the  first  visit  a full 
physical  examination  is  carried  out.  This  ensures  that  any  disease  is  detected  at 
an  early  stage  in  pregnancy  and  the  patient  can  be  referred  either  to  her  own 
doctor  or  the  appropriate  Consultant  Physician  or  Obstetrician  for  advice. 


At  the  first  visit  also  a sample  of  blood  is  taken  for  grouping,  examination  for 
Rhesus  factor,  haemoglobin  estimation  and  Kahn  test.  Where  the  expectant 
mother  is  found  to  be  Rhesus  negative  a further  sample  of  blood  is  taken  at  the 
36th  week  of  pregnancy.  Should  antibodies  develop,  the  patient  is  referred  to  the 
Consultant  Obstetrician  for  any  action  considered  necessary.  These  cases  are 
invariably  confined  in  hospital  whether  or  not  originally  booked  for  hospital  confine- 
ment. Where  required  repeat  samples  for  haemoglobin  estimation  are  taken  to 
determine  response  to  treatment.  If  the  blood  is  found  to  be  positive  on  the  Kahn 
test  a further  sample  is  taken  and  if  necessary  the  patient  is  referred  to  the  Special 
Treatment  clinic  for  treatment. 


Again  at  the  first  visit  advice  is  given  regarding  Maternity  Benefits  and  Welfare 
Foods  available  to  expectant  mothers  and  the  necessary  certificates  signed. 


Two  sessions  of  the  clinic  are  held  weekly  at  the  Health  Centre  especially  for 
those  expectant  mothers  who  complain  of  abnormal  discharges.  Cases  are  also 
referred  from  the  routine  post-natal  clinics.  The  infecting  organism  is  investigated 
at  the  Victoria  Hospital  Pathological  Laboratory  and  treatment  carried  out  as 
indicated. 
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Attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  (including  the  two  special  sessions)  during 
the  \’ear  were  as  follows  : 


Municipal 

Health 

Centre 

Bisphain 

Hawes 

Side 

hayton 

Total 

First  visits 

r>()5 

ISO 

323 

167 

1184 

Total  visits  ...  

ao.s.s 

1686 

2577 

1303 

9014 

•VrimbcM'  of  women  who  atteiideii 
during  the  year  ... 

CO.') 

270 

445 

214 

1594 

Xumher  of  clinic  sessions  per 
week 

4 

O 

2 

1 

9 

Confinements  in  Hospital  and  Admissions  to  Hospital  on  Social  Grounds.  By 
arrangement  with  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Committee  a 
special  ante-natal  booking  clinic  for  those  expectant  mothers  who  wish  to  have 
their  confinement  in  Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital  is  held  at  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre  on  Friday  mornings  each  week.  The  clinic  is  conducted  by  the  Consultant 
Obstetrician  to  the  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Apart  from  the  hospital 
nursing  staff  present,  one  health  visitor  and  clerical  assistance  is  provided  by  the 
Health  Department. 

Usually  all  first  confinements  are  booked  but  other  cases  are  assessed  according 
to  their  medical  and  obstetrical  needs.  Those  considered  suitable  for  home  confine- 
ment are  referred  to  the  Health  Department  and  visited  by  the  district  midwife, 
who,  if  she  feels  that  the  home  conditions  are  satisfactory  books  the  case.  Should 
the  home  environment  be  unsuitable  a report  to  that  effect  is  forwarded  to  the 
Matron  at  Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital  and  the  patient  is  usually  allocated  a bed 
in  the  hospital.  Throughout  the  year  375  cases  were  investigated. 

Post-Natal  Services.  Post-Natal  clinics  are  held  one  a week  at  the  Municipal 
Health  Centre'  and  once  every  three  weeks  at  'the  Bispha(m,  Layton  and  South 
Shore  centres.  All  mothers  who  have  attended  the  ante-natal  clinics  are  given  an 
appointment  for  an  examination  six  weeks  after  confinement.  Where  necessary 
the  patient  is  referred  to  the  Consultant  Gynaecologist  at  the  Victoria  Hospital. 
During  the  year  635  women  attended  the  clinic,  623  of  which  were  new  patients, 
and  in  all  782  attendances  were  made. 

Child  Welfare  Services.  Seven  sessions  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  are  held 
weekly.  Advice  on  the  general  care  and  feeding  of  the  baby  is  given.  The  mother 
is  encouraged  to  breast  feed  her  baby  where  possible.  Where  necessary  test  feeding 
is  cai'ried  out  to  ensure  that  the  baby  gets  an  adequate  supply  of  breast  milk.  If 
breast  feeding  is  not  possible  advice  is  given  on  suitable  artificial  feeding.  The 
progress  and  development  of  the  child,  both  mentally  and  physically  is  watched 
and  where  necessary  the  advice  of  the  clinic  Medical  Officer  is  sought  b}’  the  Health 
Visitor  or  requested  by  the  mother.  Attendances  at  the  various  centres  during  the 
year  are  as  shown  below  : 


Municipal 

Health 

Centre 

Bispham 

Hawes 

Side 

Layton 

Total 

Children  under  1 year  : 

First  visits  

487 

270 

409 

214 

1380 

Total  visits  

5792 

3778 

5650 

2084 

17904 

Children  1 — 5 years  ; 

Total  visits  

1214 

2017 

1430 

042 

5303 

Xo.  of  children  who  attended  duriiiK  the 
year  and  who  were  born  in  : 

1954  

444 

244 

350 

197 

1241 

1953  

335 

247 

329 

152 

1003 

1952-49  

234 

377 

299 

135 

1045 

Number  of  sessions  per  week 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 
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Birth  Control  Clinics.  One  session  of  this  clinic  is  held  weekly  at  the  Health 
Centre.  This  is  not  a family  planning  clinic.  Nor  is  advice  on  contraceptive 
methods  given  on  purely  economic  grounds  but  solely  on  medical  grounds  to 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  who  are  already  attending  the  maternity  or  child 
welfare  centres  for  other  purposes.  87  patients  were  seen  at  the  clinic  during  the 
year,  31  of  which  were  new  patients.  273  attendances  were  made.  A charge  is 
made  for  all  appliances  supplied. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  The  following  table  shows  details  of  premature 
live  births  in  the  borough,  after  adjustment  for  transferred  notifications,  classified 
according  to  place  of  birth,  birth  weight  and  period  of  survival  after  birth.  Details 
of  premature  stillbirths  classified  according  to  place  of  birth  and  birth  weight  are 
also  given. 
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PREMATURE 

STILL-BIRTHS 

Born 

in 

nurs- 

ing 

home 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Born 

at 

home 

1 

- 

1 

1 

01 

CO 

Born 

in 

hos- 

pital 

01 

-T 

o 

Cl 

PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Born  in  nursing 
home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  on  or 
before  28th  day 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

1 

1 

f 

i 

1 

Hied 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 

birth 

1 

1 

1 

t 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

Born  in  nursing 
home  and  nursed 
entirely  there 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

1 

1 

-H 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

Born  at  home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  on  or 
before  28th  day 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Born  at  liome 
and  nursed 
entirely  at  home 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

CO 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

00 

CO 

Born  in  Hospital 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

00 

— 

20 

48 

88 

a "S  - 
.25-1-  -t. 
Q .t;  g -S 

00 

1 

- 

13 

Total 

CO 

23 

1 OQ 

1 

r- 

o 

Weigh  at 

birtli 

3 lb.  4 oz.  or  less 

Over  3 lb.  4 oz.  up 
to  and  including 

4 lb.  0 oz. 

Over  4 lb.  C oz.  up 
to  and  including 

4 lb.  15  oz. 

Over  4 lb.  15  oz. 
up  to  and 
including 

5 lb.  8 oz. 

Totals  ... 

Where  the  baby  has  been  born  in  hospital  or  nursing  home  the  parents’ 
residence  is  visited  by  a Health  Visitor  prior  to  discharging  the  mother  and  baby 
to  ensure  that  the  home  conditions  to  which  the  baby  will  return  are  satisfactory. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  so  that 
the  Health  Visitor  may  visit  the  mother  in  hospital  and  where  it  is  considered  that 
the  home  conditions  are  not  satisfactory  the  Health  Visitor  may  recommend  that 
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the  baby  be  retained  for  a longer  period  than  usual.  Premature  births  at  home  are 
reported  by’  the  district  midwife  to  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  who  visits 
the  home  to  ensure  that  any’  assistance  possible  can  be  given  by  the  department. 

Ante-Natal  and  Relaxation  Exercises.  Classes  for  these  exercises  are  now 
held  at  each  of  the  four  centres.  Details  of  attendances  are  given  in  the  table  on 
page  17  of  this  report. 


Day  Nurseries.  The  day  nursery  at  the  corner  of  Caunce  Street  and  Devon- 
shire Road  remained  open  during  the  year.  The  Council  have  adhered  to  the 
policy^  that  only  the  following  priority  classes  should  be  able  to  place  a child  in 
the  nursery’  unless  there  are  exceptional  circumstances. 

(i)  Unmarried  mothers. 

(ii)  Widows. 

(iii)  Mothers  not  living  with,  or  supported  by  their  husbands  and  not  in 
receipt  of  a separation,  or  similar,  allowance. 

(iv)  Mothers  whose  husbands  are  incapacitated  by  reason  of  ill-health  or 
are  themselves  similarly  incapacitated. 

(v)  Mothers  whose  husbands  are  serving  in  H.M.  Forces. 

The  charge  for  this  service  varies  from  6/-  to  1/-  per  day,  Monday  to  Friday, 
and  3/-  to  9d.  on  Saturdays,  and  this  is  based  on  the  applicant’s  income.  The 
numbers  attending  the  nursery  have  tended  to  decrease  slightly  during  the  year. 
The  position  at  the  end  of  1954  is  summarised  below. 


Under  2 years 

Number  of  approved  places  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  children  on  the  register  ...  6 

Average  daily  attendance  during  the  y’ear  4.7 


2 — 5 years 

30 

20 

22 


Mother  and  Baby  Homes,  An  annual  grant  is  made  by/  Blackpool  Corporation 
to  the  Fylde  House  of  Help  and  the  Lancaster  Diocesan  Protection  and  Rescue 
Society' ; the  former  association  arranges  accommodation  for  the  unmarried  mother 
to  have  her  confinement  and  the  latter  maintains  a home  for  such  cases.  Maintenance 
fees  incurred  in  respect  of  Blackpool  cases  are  also  met.  Two  women  for  whom 
this  Authority  was  responsible  were  admitted  to  accommodation  secured  by'  the 
above  organisations  during  the  year. 


Illegitimate  Children.  The  major  portion  of  the  social  work  in  Blackpool  in 
this  particular  sphere  is  carried  on  by  the  Fylde  House  of  Help,  the  Lancaster 
Diocesan  Protection  and  Rescue  Society,  and  the  Health  Visitors  of  this  department. 
In  those  cases  where  the  question  of  adoption  arises  the  Children's  Officer  is  affected 
and  in  certain  instances  the  Probation  Officer  is  also  concerned.  A Social  Worker 
to  deal  specifically/  with  this  work  has  not  been  appointed  by’  the  department. 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 

Five  midwives  are  employed  in  this  department  for  attendance  on  those 
expectant  mothers  who  are  to  have  their  confinement  at  home.  During  the  y'ear 
they  attended  382  cases.  This  is  an  increase  of  20  in  the  previous  y/ear.  Details 
of  confinements  where  gas  and  air  and/or  pethedine  was  administered  are  given 
in  the  table  on  page  20. 

Ante-natal  supervision  is  given  at  the  patient’s  home  and  also  at  the  ante-natal 
clinics.  The  midwife  attends  at  sessions  of  the  clinic  covering  her  district  whenever 
possible  and  is  present  when  the  medical  officer  carries  out  an  examination.  At 
the  Bispham  centre  a session  of  the  ante-natal  clinic  is  conducted  by'  one  of  the 
midwives  for  her  cases.  At  any  time  after  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy 
maternity'  packs  may  be  obtained  on  application  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre. 
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The  patient’s  general  practitioner  is  notified  by  the  midwife  when  the  case  is 
booked  for  home  confinement.  Medical  aid,  if  required,  is  provided  by  the  patient’s 
own  doctor  if  he  is  undertaking  maternity  medical  services,  or  if  not,  from  a general 
practitioner  obstetrician. 

All  five  midwives  are  approved  as  teachers  by  the  Central  Mid  wives  Board, 
although  at  present  only  four  are  taking  pupils.  The  pupils  come  from  Glenroyd 
Maternity  Hospital,  a Part  II  Training  School  for  District  Training  and  reside  at 
the  midwives’  homes. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

Twelve  nurses  are  employed  on  Health  Visiting  duties  ; of  these  nine  are 
employed  mainly  on  maternity  and  child  welfare  work,  e.g.  routine  home  visiting 
of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  5 years  and  attendance  at 
ante-natal,  and  infant  welfare  clinics,  in  addition  to  which  a certain  amount  of 
visiting  is  made  to  problem  families,  to  supervise  and  report  on  the  home  circum- 
stances of  children  placed  with  foster  parents  by  the  Children’s  Officer  and  to  the 
aged  and  chronic  sick,  mainly  on  behalf  of  hospital  authorities  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  necessity  and  suitability  for  admission  to  hospital. 

Formerly,  two  health  visitors  were  seconded  solely  to  infectious  disease  and 
immunisation  and  vaccination  duties  although  it  will  be  rem.embered  that  in  the 
1953  report  I referred  to  the  retirement  of  one  of  these  nurses  and  that  at  the  end 
of  1953  these  duties  were  being  carried  out  by  only  one  nurse.  During  the  year 
under  review  these  duties  have  been  taken  over  by  the  district  health  visitors  and 
the  health  visitor  who  specialised  in  this  work  has  reverted  to  routine  health  visiting 
duties. 


Three  nurses  are  emplo}’ed  on  tuberculosis  visiting  and  also  attend  at  sessions 
of  the  Chest  Clinic.  A financial  arrangement  between  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
and  the  Local  Health  Authority  provides  for  the  services  of  the  Health  Visitors  at 
the  Chest  Clinic  and  at  the  present  time  there  is  the  equivalent  of  11  “health 
visitor  sessions  ’’  per  week. 


The  following  table  details  the  visits  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors  in 
1954  : 


Xumber 

of 

children 
under  5 
years  of 
age  visited 
daring 
year 

Expectant 

mothers 

Nursing 

mothers 

Children 
under  1 
year  of  age 

Children 
age  1 
and 
under 

2 years 

Children 
age  2 
but 
under 

5 years 

Tuberculosis 

cases 

Cases  of 
infectious 
diseases 

Other 

cases 

First 

visits 

Total 

visits 

First 

visits 

Total 

visits 

First 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

6744 

187 

293 

10 

18 

1574 

7555 

4468 

9212 

3356 

1580 

1751 

“ Other  Cases  ’’  in  the  above  table  includes  visits  to  stillbirths  ; visits  to  prepare 
reports  on  infant  deaths,  visits  to  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  contacts  of 
tuberculosis  patients  and  patients  under  observation  at  the  local  chest  clinic  ; visits 
on  behalf  of  the  Children’s  Department,  and  visits  to  old  people  re  proposed 
admission  to  chronic  sick  accommodation  at  local  hospitals. 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 

Sixteen  district  nurses  are  employed  in  the  above  service.  At  the  present  time 
only  three  of  the  nurses  have  had  district  training  by  the  Queen’s  Institute  of 
District  Nursing. 
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As  will  be  observed  from  the  undermentioned  details  considerable  use  is  being 
made  of  the  service. 


Analysis  of  Cases 

1 

Halts  to  all  Cases 

Under  5 

5—65 

Over  65 

Total 

Under  5 

5—05 

Over  65 

Total 

’I'ubprculosis : 

(а)  Nursiiit;  Care 

(б)  Streptomycin 

— 

476 

71 

547 

— 

SI 

9 

90 

— 

2006 

101 

2107 

Cancer  

— 

73 

98 

171 

— 

2117 

2476 

4593 

Heart  

— 

72 

146 

218 

— 

1519 

2817 

4336 

Diabetic  

— 

27 

78 

105 

— 

1001 

4588 

5589 

Other  Medical  

22 

535 

598 

1155 

107 

8339 

10160 

18606 

Other  Sursical  

9 

188 

104 

301 

43 

3222 

4407 

7672 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

0 

— 

6 

Maternal  Complications 

— 

5 

— 

5 

— 

.50 

— 

50 

Chronic  

— 

40 

450 

496 

— 

1827 

11753 

13580 

Others  

— 

2 

7 

9 

— 

9 

90 

105 

TOTALS  

31 

1024 

1556 

2611 

150 

20572 

36409 

57191 

As  may  be  expected  in  a holiday  resort  there  is  a fair  demand  for  nursing 
attention  for  visitors.  In  the  majority  of  instances  either  the  patient  or  the  patient’s 
doctor  contacts  this  department  before  the  holiday  and  arranges  for  the  required 


service.  The  following  cases  were  dealt  with  in  1954  : 

Surgical  Dressings  ...  ...  ...  21 

General  Nursing  Care  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Enema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Penicillin  Injections  ...  ...  8 

Insulin  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Other  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 


The  number  of  visits  involved  was  1,172.  There  is  a slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  patients  treated  and  just  over  31%  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  made. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  organisation  of  the  ambulance  service  remains  the  same  as  in  previous 
years  although  towards  the  end  of  1954  discussion  has  centred  around  the  question 
of  whether  the  work  now  undertaken  by  the  agency  service  could  be  combined 
with  the  local  authority  service  and  run  by  the  Fire  Brigade  instead  of  the  Coipora- 
tion  Transport  Department.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  future  policy  had  not  been 
finally  determined  but  it  will  no  doubt  be  possible  to  deal  with  the  subject  further 
in  my  next  annual  report. 

The  local  authority  service  maintained  by  the  Coiporation  Transport  Depart- 
ment deals  with  non-infectious  cases,  accidents  and  maternity  cases,  whilst  the 
agency  service  handles  all  infectious  cases  and  out-of-town  journeys.  Requests  for 
ambulance  and  sitting-case  car  transport,  apart  from  accident,  emergency  maternit\’ 
calls  and  admissions  and  discharges  to  local  hospitals  (other  than  infectious  cases) 
are  received  at  the  Health  Department  and  directed  to  the  appropriate  ambulance 
service. 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  ambulance  service  during  the 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

A vaccination  session  for  both  adults  and  children  is  held  at  the  Health  Centre 
on  Tuesday  afternoons.  In  addition  to  the  children  vaccinated  a considerable 
number  of  adults  are  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated — these  are  practically  without 
exception  emigrants  or  tourists  complying  with  regulations  imposed  by  the  country 
to  which  they  are  proceeding.  Appointments  are  arranged  either  by  application 
by  the  individual  to  the  Health  Centre  or  in  the  case  of  infants  given  through  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  The  desirability  of  having  children  vaccinated,  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  age  of  three  months,  is  impressed  on  the  mothers  both  at  the 
infant  welfare  clinics  and  during  home  visits  b}/  the  Health  Visitors. 


A diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation  session  is  held  at  the  Health 
Centre  each  Satmday  morning  at  which  anyone  can  attend  without  appointment. 
For  the  convenience  of  parents  who  take  their  children  to  the  infant  welfare  clinics 
at  Bispham,  Layton  and  South  Shore,  immunisation  is  available  at  the  normal 
clinic  sessions.  Ever}'  effort  is  made  to  persuade  parents  to  bring  their  children 
for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  age  of  six  months. 
Children  immunised  are  given  the  combined  diphtheria/pertussis  antigen  unless  the 
parent  expresses  a desire  for  separate  injections.  Immunisation  against  diphtheria 
only  is  offered  at  the  School  Medical  Clinics.  Parents  are  advised  that  children 
should  have  a re-inforcing  injection  shortly  before,  or  as  soon  as  possible  after, 
commencing  school,  at  the  Health  Centre  or  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  and  immunised 
during  the  year  : 


.AjiP  at  date  of 
\ aecinatioii 

Under  1 

1 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

No.  vaccinated  ... 

394 

30 

33 

.->0 

20G 

779 

No.  le-vaeciiiated 

3 

4 

20 

90 

728 

S51 

Age  at  date  of  final  injection  (as  regards  (a)  and  (b)) 
or  of  re-inforcing  injection  (as  regards  (b)) 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

:>  to 

9 

10  to 
14 

Total 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

(a)  Number  of  children  who  comp- 
leted a full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  (including  tempor- 
ary residents)  during  the  year 

078 

372 

40 

37 

34 

397 

77 

1041 

(fa)  Number  of  cliildren  who  received 
a secondary  (reinforcing)  injec- 
tion (i.e.  subserpiently  to 
primary  immunisation  at  an 
earlier  age)  during  the  year 

— 

24 

11 

•> 

75 

1208 

831 

2211 

Tt  - 

g.i 

Ui-. 

c : 
'a : 
o : 
SI 

r~  H 

5 

« 

f. 

3 

H 

(r)  Number  <)f  children  who 
completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  (including  tempor- 
ary residents)  during  the  year 

035 

310 

34 

30 

19 

11 

— 

— 

Of  the  total  injections  shown  at  (a)  and  (b)  in  the  above  table,  576  and  162h 
injections  resjjcctively  were  given  at  sessions  conducted  by  the  school  medical  service. 


Primary  Notifications  of 

Inspiratory  Tuberculosis 

Deaths  due  to  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
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PREVENTION,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

Tuberculosis.  The  e.xtent  of  preventive  services  in  this  field  can  best  be  dealt 
with  under  four  heads,  i.e.  periodical  examination  of  contacts  of  known  cases  of 
respiratory  tuberculosis,  B.C.G.  Vaccination  to  contacts  of  known  cases  and  school- 
leavers,  improvement  of  housing  conditions  generally  and  in  particular  those  of 
active  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  radiography  facilities. 

Contacts  of  all  newly  diagnosed  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  are  visited 
without  delay  b)^  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  and  are  invited  to  attend  at  the 
Health  Centre  for  x-ray  examination.  Contacts  are  also  advised  to  have  an  annual 
check  x-ray  to  ensure  that  if  infection  has  spread  it  is  detected  in  its  early  stages 
when  there  is  more  chance  of  the  patient  recovering  after  treatment.  The  following 
are  details  of  contacts  examined  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis 
and  numbers  of  contacts  subsequently  notified  as  tuberculosis. 


Year 

Contacts 

examined 

Total 

examinations 
of  contacts 

Notified 

cases 

Contacts 
subsequently 
notified  as 
tubercidous 

1948 

281 

807 

263 

6 

1949 

231 

929 

169 

14 

1950 

274 

951 

169 

8 

1951 

316 

906 

173 

1 

1952 

480 

1001 

173 

8 

1953 

435 

766 

173 

14 

1954 

483 

766 

177 

16 

Deaths  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  ai'e  noted  from  the  weekly  returns 
of  deaths  submitted  by  the  local  Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths  and  persons  who 
had  not  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease  are  recorded 
posthumously,  the  household  is  visited  and  as  mentioned  above  the  contacts  are 
invited  to  attend  for  a check  x-ray.  13  posthumous  notifications  were  recorded  during 
the  year  and  30  contacts  of  the  deceased  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  is  offered  to  all  children  and  young  persons  who  are  known 
contacts  of  a case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  who  have  not  had  a primary 
infection.  During  the  year  131  persons  were  tuberculin  tested  to  ascertain  whether 
there  was  a primary  infection  or  not,  and  the  following  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccina- 
tion. 


Under 
2 years 

37 


Over  2 years 
and  under 
5 years 

23 


Over  5 years 
and  under 
15  years 

34 


Over 
15  years 

2 


Total 

96 


As  yet  no  scheme  for  the  offering  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination  to  school-leavers,  i.e. 
the  13  years  plus,  group,  has  been  formulated  by  this  Authority.  It  is  anticipated 
that  further  action  will  be  taken  in  1955  with  a view  to  vaccination  being  available 
not  later  than  the  commencement  of  the  school  term  in  January,  1956. 

Reference  will  be  made  later  in  this  report  to  the  scheme  for  the  award  of 
points  on  medical  grounds  to  applicants  for  municipal  houses.  It  is  of  interest  to 
record  here  that  28  cases  were  considered  on  the  grounds  that  there  was  a tuber- 
culous member  of  the  household  and  that  it  was  desirable  that  he  or  she  should 
have  separate  sleeping  accommodation  which  could  not  be  provided  in  their  present 
living  accommodation. 


32 


No  mass  radiography  survey  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year  but  I would 
like  to  draw  attention  to  an  addition  to  the  previously  existing  x-ray  facilities  at  the 
local  chest  clinic.  A Watson  camera  unit  has  been  installed  in  the  x-ray  clinic 
which  enables  a 4 inch  x 5 inch  plate  to  be  taken.  The  facilities  provide  also  for 
general  medical  practitioners  to  refer  their  patients  direct  to  the  x-ray  department 
without  prior  physical  examination  at  the  chest  clinic.  The  smaller  film  enables 
more  plates  to  be  developed  by  the  radiographer  and  since  1st  July,  1954  when 
the  scheme  commenced  and  until  the  end  of  the  year  600  patients  were  dealt  with 
of  which  9 were  subsequently  notified  as  tuberculous. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  staff  employed  in  the  service  consists  of  a supervisor  and  tvventy-seven 
domestic  helps  (twenty  full-time  and  seven  part-time) . This  service  is  co-ordinated 
with  the  home  nursing  service  through  the  overall  supervision  of  both  services  by 
the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer. 

The  charge  for  the  services  of  a domestic  help,  based  on  the  all-in  cost  of  the 
scheme  to  this  Authorit}/,  is  3/4d.  per  hour,  although  an  abatement  is  allowed  for 
low  incomes,  subject  to  a minimum  charge  of  3/6d.  per  week.  Where  the  illness 
is  likely  to  be  protracted,  e.g.  tuberculosis,  cancer,  or  in  some  special  case,  the 
charge  is  subject  to  a special  review  and  may  be  waived  entirely  if  the  recipient 
of  the  service  is  in  poor  financial  circumstances. 

Domestic  Help  was  provided  for  the  following  cases  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  ...  ...  12 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(c)  Chronic  Sick  including  aged  and  infirm  ...  ...  206 

(d)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

MENTAL  HEALTH. 

Administration.  The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  Health 
Committee  comprises  eight  m.embers  of  the  Council  and  four  co-opted  members  (a 
medical  practitioner,  the  chairman  of  the  Local  Executive  Council,  a member  of 
the  Blackpool  branch  of  the  National  Association  of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Back- 
ward Children,  and  a lady).  Meetings  are  held  quarterly  or  as  often  as  required. 

The  ascertainment  of  defectives,  the  medical  supervision  of  defectives  under 
guardianship  and  the  periodic  examination  of  pupils  attending  the  Occupation 
Centre  is  carried  out  by  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  is  also  responsible 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  administration  of  the  Mental  Health  Service. 
The  staff  employed  for  full-time  duty  in  the  service  consists  of  two  duly  authorised 
officers,  a mental  health  worker,  a supervisor  and  two  assistant  supervisors  at  the 
Occupation  Centre,  and  a female  clerk. 

Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospitals  Boards  and  Hospital  Management 
Committee.  The  following  reports  are  prepared  bv  members  of  the  staff  at  the 
request  of  various  mental  hospitals  and  mental  deficiency  hospitals  ; 

(a)  As  regards  persons  of  unsound  mind  — 

(i)  Case  History  Reports, 

(ii)  Home  reports  on  patients  whose  discharge  is  being  considered  or  who 
have  been  released  " on  trial  ” pending  final  discharge. 

(b)  As  regards  Mental  Defectives  — 

(i)  Reports  required  for  the  continuation  of  an  Order  detaining  a defective 
in  an  Institution  or  for  Licence  and  Holidays  purposes. 

(ii)  Periodic  progress  reports  on  defectives  on  Licence  from  an  institution. 
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Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  visiting  psychiatrist  who  attends  the 
out-patient  clinic  at  the  local  hospital  ; information  is  interchanged  and  where 
desired  home  reports  are  furnished. 

Voluntary  Associations.  No  duties  have  been  delegated  to  voluntary 
associations,  the  staff  of  the  Mental  Health  Section  being  considered  adequate  for 
the  maintenance  of  an  effective  seiwice.  The  local  branch  of  the  National 
Association  of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Handicapped  Children  take  an  active 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  mentally  defective  children  in  the  town.  Social 
functions  are  held  occasionally  to  raise  funds  and  the  Christmas  Party  held  for  the 
children  attending  the  Occupation  Centre  is  financed  by  this  association.  The 
party  at  which  parents  of  the  children  attended  was  held  on  20th  December,  1954 
and  as  usual  there  was  a display  and  sale  of  articles  made  during  the  year.  On 
23rd  June  the  children  were  taken  to  Silverdale  by  motor  coach  for  the  day  under 
arrangements  made  by  a member  of  the  association. 

The  management  of  the  Tower  Circus  very  generously  invited  the  children  from 
the  Occupation  Centre  to  an  afternoon  performance  of  the  Circus  on  21st  May,  1954 
and  a very  enjoyable  afternoon  followed  by  a party  at  the  Centre  was  had  by  all 
the  children. 

298  new  cases  were  referred  to  the  department  during  the  year  from  a variety 
of  sources,  i.e.  medical  practitioners,  police,  probation  officers,  psychiatric  out- 
patient clinic  at  the  local  hospital  and  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  run  by  the  School 
Medical  Service.  1,076  domiciliary  visits  were  made,  582  of  which  were  in 
connection  with  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts.  Of  the  582  visits  52  were 
for  the  purposes  of  following  up  patients  discharged  from  hospital  and  22  to 
complete  reports  for  various  hospitals.  The  remaining  493  domiciliary  visits  were 
in  connection  with  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  and  are  dealt  with  later  in  this  report. 
Transport  was  provided  for  35  patients  who  attended  at  Whittingham  or  Sharoe 
Green  Mental  Hospitals  for  out-patient  electro-convulsive  treatment. 

There  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  attending  for 
E.C.T.  during  the  past  few  years.  The  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


1952 

Cases 

9 

1953 

11 

1954 

35 

This  increase  whilst  most  gratifying  in  helping  to  reduce  the  number  of  patients 
requiring  in-patient  treatment  has  put  considerable  strain  on  the  Ambulance  service. 
Each  visit  to  Whittingham  and  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  entails  on  the  average  a 
round  journey  of  47  and  37  miles  respectively.  The  number  of  cases  and  the 
shortage  of  medical  and  nursing  staff  and  accommodation  may  not  warrant  a 
dislocation  of  present  arrangements,  but  should  present  numbers  be  maintained  or 
increased  it  might  be  to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned  if  facilities  could  be  provided 
at  the  Local  Hospital. 

In  the  1953  Report  reference  was  made  to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the 
department  in  getting  information  from  the  hospitals  concerning  discharged  patients. 
This  considerably  curtailed  an  after  care  service.  This  system  continued  during 
the  most  of  1954,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  following  a change  in  policy, 
further  information  was  given.  This  was  too  late  to  show  any  increase  in  the  after 
care  visits,  but  a considerable  rise  should  be  apparent  in  the  following  year.  After 
care  of  cases  is  undertaken  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  who  in  co-operation 
with  the  Disablement  Rehabilitation  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  assist  in 
finding  suitable  employment  for  discharged  patients.  On  several  occasions  more 
suitable  employment  has  been  obtained  under  the  original  employer.  In  this 
respect  the  co-operation  of  local  employers  is  much  appreciated. 
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During  the  year  a request  was  received  for  the  attendance  of  the  staff  of  Local 
Authority  Mental  Health  departments  to  undertake  the  duties  of  the  Social  Workers 
at  the  Hospital  Clinics.  This  was  carefully  considered  but  it  was  felt  that  with 
the  staff  available,  circumstances  would  not  permit  any  of  staff  being  seconded 
to  fixed  hours  at  Clinics.  When  available  staff  do  attend  these  clinics  to  discuss 
matters  concerning  cases  and  a high  degree  of  liaison  and  co-operation  exists 
between  the  officers  of  the  Council  and  the  Hospital  Service. 

Shortage  of  accommodation  for  senile  female  mental  patients  continued  during 
the  yeai'.  At  the  end  of  the  year  27  patients  were  waiting  admission.  The  list 
continued  to  increase  throughout  the  year  and  caused  much  anxiety  owing  to  the 
inability  of  being  able  to  assist  distraught  relatives  and  friends  of  these  cases. 
Many  were  suicidal  but  had  to  be  left  under  the  care  of  relations,  and  in  some  cases 
neighbours,  for  varying  periods  as  no  beds  were  available.  The  difficulties  of  the 
Bed  Bureau  is  appreciated  and  it  is  hoped  that  a solution  to  this  problem  will  soon 
be  found,  even  if  this  means  a re-allocation  of  areas  served  by  different  hospitals. 

The  acute  shortage  of  accommodation  for  mental  defectives  in  Hospitals 
continues,  and  during  the  year  only  nine  cases  were  admitted. 

Short-time  vacancies  have  been  much  appreciated  by  parents  and  relatives 
of  these  cases.  Further  development  of  this  scheme  would  provide  considerable 
relief  on  the  parents,  and  would  probably  reduce  the  number  of  applications  for 
permanent  admission  to  Institutions. 

These  vacancies  occur  when  patients  are  sent  home  on  holiday  or  on  licence, 
and  this  of  course  causes  an  uncertainty  when  vacancies  will  be  available.  Difficulty 
arises  in  attempting  to  adjust  the  parents  leave  from  emplo\TTient  with  a vacancy 
in  the  hospital. 

During  the  year  nine  defectives  were  admitted  under  the  scheme  for  varying 
periods. 


35 


Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1890-1930.  The  following  table  shows 
the  number  of  health  seiwice  patients  admitted  to  hospitals  during  the  year,  classified 
according  to  the  section  of  the  Act  under  which  they  were  admitted. 
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Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938.  The  following  statistics  relate  to  the 
defectives  reported  during  1954,  the  disposal  of  such  cases  and  the  classification 
of  defectives  in  the  community  at  the  year  end. 


Total 

cases  on 

During  19.54 

Authority’s  registers 

as  at  1.1.55 

Under 

Age  16 

Under 

Age  16 

uae 

16 

and 

over 

age  16 

and  over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1964  : 

(a)  Cases  at  31st  December  ascertained  to  be 

defectives  " subject  to  be  dealt  with.” 

Action  taken  on  reports  by — 

(i)  Local  Education  Authorities  on  children 

(1)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend  school 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(2)  On  leaving  Special  Schools  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Police  or  by  Courts 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(iii)  Other  sources  

3 

O 

3 

2 

(b)  Cases  reported  but  not  regarded  at  31st  Dec- 

ember  as  defectives  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” 
on  any  ground  



2 

1 



(c)  Cases  reported  but  not  confirmed  as  defectives 

by  31st  December  and  tiius  excluded  from 
(a)  or  (b)  

1 

— 

1 

1 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  ... 

4 

4 

C 

3 

Disposal  of  cases  : 

(a)  Of  the  cases  acertained  to  be  defectives 

“ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” number 
(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

2 

2 

3 

1 

13 

29 

28 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(iii)  Taken  to  “ Places  of  Safety  ” 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Hospitals  

] 

— 

1 

1 

5 

3 

44 

37 

(b)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defectives 

“ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” number 
(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervdsion 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

13 

4 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary  

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  Item  2 

3 

4 

6 

3 

21 

19 

87 

69 

Classification  of  defectives  in  the  Community  on  1.1.55  (according  to  need  at 

that  date)  : 

(o)  Cases  included  in  item  2 (a)  (i)  to  (iii)  above  in  need  of 

institutional 

care  and  reported  accordingly  to  the  hospital  authority : — 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  institutional  care:  — 

(i)  “ cot  and  chair  ” cases 



4 



1 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

.. 





3 

3 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

2 

— 



(iv)  high  grade  cases  

— 

— 





(2;  Not  in  urgent  need  of  institutional  care:  — 

(i)  “ cot  and  chair  ” cases 









(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

— 

1 





(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  Item  3 (a)  

3 

5 

4 

4 

(b)  Of  the  cases  included  in  items  2 (a)  (i)  and  (ii)  and 

2 (b) 

(i),  number 

considered  suitable  for  : — 

(i)  occupation  centre 

20 

3 

O 

(ii)  industrial  centre  

— 

— 

7 

(iii)  home  training 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  Item  3 (b) 

20 

4 

10 

(c)  Of  the  cases  included  in  item  3 (b)  number  receiving 

training  on  1.1.55  : 

(i)  on  occupation  centres  

15 

6 

7 

5 

(ii)  in  industrial  centres  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  at  home  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  Item  3 (c)  

15 

0 

7 

5 

4.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  who  were  in  Institutions,  under  Community  Care 
(including  Voluntary  Supervision)  or  in  “ Places  of  Safety  ” on  1st  .Tanuary,  1955. 
who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of  care  during  1955. 

M.  F.  T. 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  2 — 2 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of  ...  2 1 3 


Total  ...  4 1 5 


5.  Of  the  total  number  of  mental  defectives  under  Supervision  or  Guardianship  or  no 
longer  under  care  : 

(a)  Number  who  Iiavo  given  birth  to  children  while  unmarried  in  1954  ...  Nil 

Males  Females 

(b)  Number  who  have  married  dniing  19,54 Nil  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  cases  under  2 (a)  (ii)  who  were  dealt  with 
under  the  provi.oions  of  Section  S or  9 of  tlie  Mental 

Deficiency  Act,  1913  Nil  Nil 
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It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  table  that  notifications  of  cases  are  received 
from  a variety  of  sources.  When  a case  is  notified  by  the  Education  Authority 
a Form  2 H.P.  is  received  from  the  Chief  Education  Officer  giving  a case  history 
and  reason  for  notification.  In  these  and  all  other  cases  the  child  is  visited  by  the 
Mental  Health  Worker  to  prepare  case  notes  ; this  is  then  followed  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  child  by  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  home  or  at  the  Health 
Centre.  Recommendations  for  disposal  of  the  cases  are  subsequently  submitted 
to  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee. 

Guardianship  and  Supervision  of  Defectives.  253  domiciliary  visits  were 
carried  out  to  defectives  under  guardianship  or  statutory  supervision  and  120  visits 
for  general  enquiries  and  to  defectives  under  voluntarv^  supervision.  113  visits  were 
also  made  for  the  follow  ing  purposes  : 

Preparation  of  Case  Notes  on  new  cases  referred  to  the  department  8 

Completion  of  Progress  Reports  on  defectives  on  Licence  from 

hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Completion  of  Home  Reports  (Section  11,  Licence  and  Holiday 
purposes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Occupation  Centre  and  Training  of  Defectives.  At  31st  December,  1954,  thirty- 
three  defectives  w-ere  on  the  register  at  the  Occupation  Centre.  The  average  daily 
attendance  for  the  year  was  31,  a reduction  of  1 on  the  previous  year.  The  high 
average  attendance  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  transport  is  provided  to  convey 
the  majority  of  children  to  the  Occupation  Centre.  Mid-day  meals  are  provided 
for  the  children  at  the  Centre  at  a charge  of  9d.  per  day. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Authority  responsible  for  the  water  supply  in  Blackpool  is  the  Fylde  Water 
Board . 

Water  supplied  to  Blackpool  is  collected  at  two  sources,  (a)  from  watersheds 
at  Barnacre,  and  (b)  at  Stocks  on  the  River  Hodder,  and  is  satisfactory  both  in 
quantity  and  quality.  At  both  these  head  works,  upland  surface  water  is  collected 
and  stored  in  reservoirs.  The  watershed  at  Barnacre  is  free  from  human  habitation 
and  at  Stocks  the  Fylde  Water  Board  owns  the  watershed  and  controls  all  operations 
on  it.  The  raw  water  is  stained  with  peat  and  is  treated  with  sulphate  of  alumina 
before  filtration  to  remove  this  colour  during  filtration,  and  lime  water  is  added 
after  filtration  to  compensate  acidity.  Finally  the  water  is  sterilised  with  chlorine. 
The  pH  of  the  filtered  water  as  it  leaves  the  filters  is  recorded  continuously  by  a 
Multilec  pH  Recorder.  The  combined  alkalinity,  acidity  and  colour  is  taken  at 
least  daily  at  various  stages  in  the  treatment, 

Bacteriological  analyses  of  water  samples  taken  monthly  from  various  points 
in  the  Borough  and  these  indicate  that  all  samples  were  satisfactory’. 

There  are  48,069  houses  within  the  Borough  and,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
all  have  a piped  supply  of  water.  The  population  supplied,  based  on  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate,  is  147,500. 

SEWERAGE  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

Within  the  Borough  area  there  are  67,616  waterclosets  and  a large  number  of 
pail  closets.  No  record  is  maintained  of  pail  closets  on  showgi'ounds  or  in  temporary 
'conveniences.  A number  of  cesspools  exist  in  the  outljdng  parts  of  the  town 
particularly  the  Marton  Moss  area.  Of  the  above  265  pail  closets  and  14  cesspools 
are  emptied  regularly  by  the  Cleansing  Department. 

(1)  Works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  carried  out  in  1954. 

(a)  Mereside  Estate  Extension. 

Approximately  170  lineal  yards  of  6 inch  to  15  inch  diameter  sewers  were 
laid. 

(b)  Grange  Park  Estate  Extension. 

Approximately  370  lineal  yards  of  36  inch  diameter  sewer  was  laid. 

(c)  Gynn  Screening  Chamber. 

The  construction  of  this  new  Screening  Chamber  and  installation  of 
machinery  was  approximately  90%  completed  during  the  year. 

(d)  Dauntesey  Avenue  Drainage. 

The  construction  of  a 12  inch  diameter  sewer  from  Dauntesey  Avenue  to 
Bathurst  Avenue  and  the  demolitio.n  of  an  existing  septic  tank. 

(e)  Common  Edge  Road/Stanley  Road  Improvement. 

Approximately  1,100  lineal  yards  of  6 inch,  9 inch  and  12  inch  diameter 
sewers  were  laid. 

(f)  Mowbray  Drive  Extension. 

Approximately  295  lineal  yards  of  9 inch  and  12  inch  diameter  sewers 
were  laid. 

(2)  Works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  proposed  to  be  carried  out  in  1955. 

(a)  Grange  Park  Estate  Extension. 

.Approximately  1,400  lineal  yards  of  9 inch  to  36  inch  diameter  sewers  to 
be  laid. 
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(b)  Gynn  Screening  Chamber. 

The  construction  of  this  chamber  and  installation  of  machinery'  will  be 
completed. 

(c)  Common  Edge  Road/Stanley  Road  Improvement. 

Approximately  130  lineal  yards  of  6 inch  and  12  inch  sewers  to  be 
constructed. 

(d)  Development  of  site  for  building  plots,  Norkeed  Road/Queens  Drive. 
Approximately  380  lineal  yards  of  9 inch  diameter  sewers  to  be  laid. 

(e)  Piping  dyke  adjacent  to  Bathurst  Avenue. 

.Approximately  244  lineal  yards  of  18  inch  and  21  inch  diameter  pipes 
to  be  laid. 

(f)  Marton  Moss  Drainage  Scheme,  Stage  1. 

.A  scheme  to  provide  foul  sewers  to  drain  187  existing  dwellings. 

(g)  Lenno.\  Gate  Pumping  Station. 

The  installation  of  a modified  pump  unit. 

(3)  Proposed  future  Works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

(a)  Marton  Moss  Drainage  Scheme  Stage  2,  to  provide  foul  sewers  to  drain 
properties  in  this  area. 

(b)  Renewing  Manchester  Square  Pumping  Station  outfall  sewer. 

(c)  Modifications  to  Harrowside  Slade  Pumping  Station. 

(d)  Modifications  to  Ansdell  Road  Pumping  Station. 

(e)  The  construction  of  main  intercepting  sewers  to  alleviate  flooding  in  various 
areas  of  the  Towm  and  allow^  for  further  development. 

(f)  Drainage  for  further  new  Housing  Estate  development. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Cleansing  Department  of  the  Corporation. 

I am  informed  by  the  Director  of  Public  Cleansing,  that  the  amount  of  refuse 
collected  by  his  department  again  showed  a slight  increase.  This  was  due,  no 
doubt,  to  further  building  development  and  the  removal  of  controls,  thereby 
increasing  consumption.  The  general  improvement  in  trading  brings  a higher 
yield  of  refuse. 

The  amount  of  refuse  dealt  with  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works,  w'as  31,663 
tons,  wh.ilst  in  addition  22,994  tons  were  tipped  away,  and  1,537  tons  of  night  soil 
w^ere  removed.  During  this  year  approximately  1,000  tons  of  sewage  were  removed 
from  sumps,  etc.,  in  connection  with  the  Royal  Show'  of  England. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

This  section  of  the  Annual  Report,  and  the  following  sections  dealing  with 
Housing,  Rodent  Control  and  Disinfestation,  General  Food  Supply  and  Prosecutions, 
give  details  of  the  variety  of  functions  undertaken  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  his  staff  in  connection  with  the  environmental  health  services. 

Co.MPLAiNTS  Received: 

Verbal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2717 

Written  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■ - ■ 2258 

Visits  and  Inspections  During  Year: 

Houses  (Full  Inspections)  : 

New  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • ■ ■ • ■ • • • • — 

Old  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Basements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Temporary  Structures  ...  •••  87 
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Ash  Receptacles  ; 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

lJnsati.sfactoiy  ...  ...  293 

Reinspections  under  Notice  ...  ...  ...  341 

Number  of  Galvanised  Bins  provided  ...  ...  551 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ; 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  717 

Cafes  and  Snackbars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  388 

Catering  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ...  505 

Fish  Frying  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

Hotels  and  Licences  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  636 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Food  Inspections  and  Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2749 

Foreshore  Food  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Miscellaneous  : 

Abattoirs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 

Applications  for  Licences  to  Build  New  Houses ...  — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  363 

Basements  (excluding  full  inspections)  15 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Theatres,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Drainage  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  272 

Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  Act,  1936)  ...  90 

Dwelling  Houses  (Public  Health  Act,  1936)  ...  ...  ...  194 

Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954)  ...  14 

Dwelling  Houses  re  : Housing  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  13 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1101 

Infectious  Diseases  (including  Food  Poisoning  and  Dysentery)  ...  1220 

Land  and  Camp  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  311 

Military  Billets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  888 

Nuisances  (first  inspections)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5012 

Nuisances  (re-inspections  under  notice)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7791 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  18 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Fillings  Materials  Act  ...  ...  ...  33 

Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Roadways,  Footpaths,  Back  Streets  and  Passages  ...  ...  112 

Sand  and  Foreshore  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Schools  and  Churches ...  35 

Shops  (Shops  Act,  1950)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1305 

Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  — 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  195 

Stables  and  Manure  Heaps  ...  ...  ...  94 

Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Temporary  Structures  (excluding  full  inspections)  217 

Town  Planning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Watercourses  and  Ponds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Water  Supply ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  796 

Number  of  Houses  Where  Sanitary  Defects  Were  Found 309 

Number  of  Houses  Where  Sanitary  Defects  Were  Remedied  ...  285 

Defects  remedied  as  per  verbal  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Defects  remedied  as  per  preliminary  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

Defects  remedied  as  per  statutory  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 
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Notices  Served  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances: 

Verbal  218 

Preliminary  ...  ...  ...  312 

Statutory  218 

House  Drains  Tested: 

New  Houses  : 

Satisfactor\/  ...  ...  ...  558 

Unsatisfactory'  on  first  test  ...  ...  62 

Rendered  satisfactory  after  first  test ...  57 

Old  Houses  : ' 

First  Test — satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  16 

First  Test — unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Tested  during  relaying  .. . ...  95 

Final  Test  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Drains  : 

Relaid,  disconnected  and  ventilated  ...  ...  3 

Repaired,  unblocked  and  cleansed  1337 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Waterclosets  : 

New  w.c’s  fixed  in  lieu  of  privies,  pail  closets  and  defective  w.c’s  ...  20 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Unblocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Flushing  fittings  repaired  and  water  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

New  pails  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  Pipes: 

New  slop  waste  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  rainwater  downpipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rainwater  pipes  and  roof  gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Slop  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Water  service  pipes  repaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bath,  Lavatory',  Slopsink  and  Rainwater  Pipes  Disconnected  over 

Gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  : 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Animals  Removed  from  Improper  Situations  •••  2 

Back  yards  cleansed  ...  ...  10 

Back  yards  reformed  with  flags,  concrete  or  asphalt  ...  ...  ...  4 

Back  y'ards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • ■ 7 

Courts  or  passages  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • ■ • ■ • 4 

Courts  or  passages  reformed  or  repaired  ...  ...  3 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 35 

Fire  ranges  re-set,  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  18 

Houses  disinfested  ; 

D.D.T,  and  special  methods  ...  12 

Insecticide  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Manholes,  gullies,  back  streets,  etc.,  reported  to  Borough  Surv’eyor  ...  8 

Manholes,  gullies,  back  streets,  etc.  reported  to  Cleansing  Department  31 

Manure  receptacles  abolished  ...  — 

Name  and  Address  of  Landlord  inserted  in  Rent  Book  ...  ...  1 

New  damp  proof  course  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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New  floor  laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

New  slop  sinks  fixed  ...  3 

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Roof  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Various  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Watercourses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  two  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses 
in  the  Borough,  The  total  accommodation  provided  by  these  establishments  is  as 
follows  ; — 


13  Eden  Street  ...  ...  ...  160  adults  and  1 child 

12  Seed  Street  ...  ...  ...  56  adults  and  1 child 


Both  houses  are  for  males  only,  there  being  no  accommodation  of  this  type 
for  females  in  the  town. 


During  the  year  110  visits  were  made  to  the  two  houses.  Both  these  buildings 
are  over  80  years  old  and  it  is  only  by  constant  inspections  and  heavy  repairs  that 
the  premises  can  be  kept  in  a hygienic  state. 

Smoke  Abatement.  Although  Blackpool  is  a seaside  resort,  it  is  not  entirely 
immune  from  smoke  abatement  problems  and,  during  the  year,  considerable 
improvements  have  been  made  to  a number  of  industrial  plants. 

The  department  has  again  experienced  a number  of  complaints  regarding  the 
bakehouse  where  fuel  oil  is  used  for  heating  purposes  and  repeated  tests  have  been 
made  by^  the  suppliers  of  the  new  boiler  as  well  as  by  the  firm  supplying  the  fuel 
oil,  and  the  matter  continues  to  be  under  constant  review. 


A serious  aspect  of  air  pollution  in  the  town  is  the  use  of  steam  boilers  in 
connection  with  the  steam  sterilisation  of  soil,  particularly  in  the  Marton  Moss  area. 
This  nuisance  is  made  worse  because  the  contractors  who  own  these  machines  used 
for  this  sterilisation  method  find  it  impossible  to  raise  sufficient  steam  to  soak  the 
soil  in  the  greenhouses  without  at  the  same  time  causing  dense  black  smoke  to  be 
emitted  from  the  chimneys  of  the  plants.  The  department  has  been  in  communic- 
tion  with  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  suggesting  that  the  better  class  of  coal 
should  be  supplied  so  as  to  minimise  this  smoke  nuisance,  but  little  progress  has 
yet  been  made  in  this  respect.  Whilst  appreciating  the  importance  of  soil 
sterilisation  in  connection  with  production  methods  in  the  greenhouses,  at  the  same 
time  the  department  must  ensure  that  the  work  is  carried  on  without  causing  a 
nuisance  to  the  people  in  the  vicinity’  of  these  horticultural  establishments. 

Sanitary  Conditions  of  Theatres  and  Music  Halls.  There  have  been  no  changes 
in  the  numbers  of  places  of  public  entertainment  during  the  year  : — 


Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cinemas  (also  used  for  variety^  etc.)  5 

Variety,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ballrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ice  Drome  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


In  inspecting  these  premises,  particular  attention  has  been  paid  not  only  to  the 
dressing-room  accommodation,  but  also  to  the  sanitaiy  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities  for  the  use  of  the  patrons.  Fortunately,  in  Blackpool,  we  have  progressive- 
minded  managements  who  ensure  that  there  are  suitable  and  adequate  facilities  for 
all  the  people  who  use  their  buildings. 

Cleansing  of  Persons.  Prior  to  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  under 
which  Act  control  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  passed  from  the  Council  to 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  facilities  existed  in  th''  grounds  of  that  hospital  for 
the  cleansing  of  persons  and  their  clothing. 
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Since  the  Hospital  Board  took  possession,  certain  alterations  were  effected  with 
the  result  that  facilities  for  the  cleansing  were  not  available,  but  negotiations  with 
the  Boaro  have  concluded  satisfactorily  and  arrangements  on  the  pre-1948  basis 
have  been  restored. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars.  Both  this 
year  and  in  1953,  the  department’s  efforts  have  been  primarily  focussed  on  the 
provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  premises  of  this  nature  which  have  seating 
capacity  for  200  patrons  or  over,  and  voluntarj^  action  is  being  taken  by  the 
proprietors  of  these  establishments  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  local  authority 
in  respect  of  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities.  Staff  shortage  is  pre- 
venting the  department  acting  in  respect  of  other  premises  where  the  seating 
accommodation  is  less  than  200. 

Factories.  1,101  inspections  of  factories  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year,  and  in  the  course  of  these  inspections  49  contraventions  of  the 
Factories  Act  wei'e  noted.  In  40  instances  action  was  taken  informally  and  it  was 
necessary'  in  9 cases  only  for  writteir  notices  to  be  served  on  the  occupier  of  the 
premises.  No  legal  proceedings  had  to  be  instituted.  In  so  far  as  this  department 
is  aware,  there  are  no  Blackpool  firms  employing  outworkers  either  within  or 
without  the  Borough.  As  a result  of  notifications  from  other  authorities  4 inspec- 
tions of  outworkers  premises  were  made  and  in  all  cases  the  nature  of  the  work 
was  the  making  of  wearing  apparel  and  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

The  following  matters  were  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories — 3 instances 
of  failure  to  affix  an  Abstract  of  the  Factories  Act,  and  details  of  12  new  factories 
and  27  factories  discontinued  during  the  year. 

Inspections  of  Factories 


Promises 

.N  umber 

Number  of 

Kodster 

Tii.spectioiis 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  wliich  Sections 
!,  2,  3.  4 anil  0 are  to  bo 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties   

00 

17U 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  tlic  Local 
-Authority  

S59 

027 

9 

(lii)  Other  I’veinises  in  which 
Section  7 is  cjiforccd  by 
the  Local  .Authority  (ex- 
cluding out  - workers’ 
premises) 

4 

4 

TOTAl 

020 

1101 

9 

— 

P.ART  VIII  OF  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
ont-woikers 
in  .August 
list  reiiuircd 
bv  Sect, 
no  (1)  (c) 

(3) 

No.  of 
ca.ses  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 
(4) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
suijply  lists 

(5) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

(0) 

Notices 

scried 

(7) 

I’rosecutions 

(8) 

Wearing  apparel 

Making,  etc. 
Cleaning  and 
washing 

4 
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Defects  Found-  in  Factories 


Number 

of  cases  in 

which  de 

'ects  were 

found 

No.  of 
cascR  in 

J’articulai's 

Not 

Remedied 

1953 

Found 

1954 

Remedied 

1954 

Not 

Remedied 

1954 

Ref 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

trred 
by  H.M. 
Inspectoi 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  Ilf  cloaiiliiioss  (S.l) 

31 

15 

44 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Oveirrowiliiig  (S.tJj 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

rTni'pasoiial)li'  temperature  (S.3j 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

luaileipiate  ventilation  (S.IJ  ... 

2 

— 

— 

O 

— 

— 

— 

Tnetfeetive  drainage  of  lloor.s  (.S.lt) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Cptiveniences  (S.s) 

(a)  in.sufflcietit  

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

4 

— 

(b)  nn.stiitable  or  defective  ... 

11 

25 

20 

16 

— 

2 

— 

(e)  not  separate  for  .sexes  ... 

— 

0 

4 

2 

— 

4 

— 

other  olt'encPs  against  tlie  Act 
(not  ineluding  offetices  re- 
latin.n  to  OntworkJ 

1 





1 

_ 





TOTAL 

46 

49 

72 

23 

— 

11 

— 

Factories  on  Register  (Section  8(3))  at  the  end  of  the  Year 


Trade 

Mechanical 

Power 

Non- 

Mechanical 

Power 

Making  or  Repair  of  Wearing  Apparel 

116 

30 

Bakehouses  

186 

2 

Preparation  of  other  Foods  and  Drinks 

100 

1 

Building  Trades 

65 

5 

Furniture  Making,  etc 

31 

5 

Conveyances  and  Engineej'ing  ... 

172 

4 

Photographv.  Printing  and  Bookbinding 

47 

5 

other  Trade.s 

125 

14 

Lanndries  

17 

— 

Total  No.  of  Factories  on  Register  

859 

m 

Shops.  1,220  first  inspections  and  85  re-inspections  have  been  made  to  ensure 
that  the  provisions  of  Section  38  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  are  being  complied  with. 
One  statutory  notice  was  served  and  5 warning  letters  sent  after  various  defects  had 
been  reported  to  the  Related  Health  Services  Committee.  The  undermentioned 
table  gives  details  of  classified  defects  ascertained  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  and 
defects  remedied  during  the  year. 


CLASSIFIED 

DEFECTS 

Found 

Repaired  or  remedied 

Nil 

Defective 

Provided 

Repaired 

Saiutarv  conveniences 

8 

1 

5 

Wasldng  facilities  

4 

4 



lighting  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ventilation  



— 





Temperature  

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

4 

8 

5 

5 

Offensive  Trades.  The  following  offensive  trades  exist  within  the  Borough  : 


Tripe  Boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gut  Scrapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rag  and  Bone  Depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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With  the  exception  of  the  rag  and  bone  dealers’  depots  all  the  above  are 
located  within  the  confines  of  the  Public  Slaughterhouse,  Talbot  Road,  Blackpool, 
and  are  under  the  daily  obser\’ation  of  the  Superintendent.  Bones  are  collected 
direct  from  butchers’  shops  and  taken  to  a factory  at  Bispham  for  conversion  to 
fertilisers. 

Clearance  Areas. 


Area 

Date  of 
Representa- 
tion 

Confirmalion 
by  Ministry 
of  Ilealtb 

No.  of 
Dwellinss 
removed, 
vacated  or 
demolished 

No.  .still 
occupied 

No.  of 
Families 

UatTKers  Hall  Lane 

No.  1 

9.2.38 

30.0.39 

9 

Remaining  ocempied 
structure  now  removed 

.\bbev  Load 

No.  2 

9.2.38 

30.0.39 

] 

1 

1 

(2  persons) 

Waterloo  Road 

No.  2 

9.2.38 

30.0.39 

0 

Remaining  structure 
removed.  Area  cleared 

Sedberjih  Avenue 

Xo.  1 

9.2.38 

30.C.39 

2 

1 

1 

(1  person) 

Camps,  Caravans  and  Wooden  Structures.  The  outstanding  change  in 
connection  with  camp  sites  has  been  the  cessation  in  the  use  of  the  Little  Bispham 
Camp,  Norbreck,  on  the  sea  front,  since  the  land  was  purchased  by  the  local 
authority  last  year.  Thus,  the  accommodation  at  camp  sites  in  the  town  has  been 
reduced  by  at  least  300  vans.  This  particular  site  is  now  being  developed  for 
building  purposes. 

The  remaining  camp  sites  are  as  follows  : — 

Preston  New  Road  District — (a)  about  10  vans  ; (b)  about  20  vans. 

Highfield  Road  District  (permanent  site) — 94  vans. 

Squires  Gate — about  22  vans. 

Stanley  Road — about  40  vans. 

Common  Edge  Road — varying  from  25  to  65  vans. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  camps  have  been  made  and  the  only  criticism  by 
the  department  has  been  the  sewage  disposal  arrangements  at  one  of  these  camps. 


HOUSING 
Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year: 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  371 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  656 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-heading 

(i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925)  ...  ...  ...  173 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  202 


(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 
(including  clearance  areas)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  previous  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  309 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  the  officers 122 

3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  96 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  B}/  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . ...  ...  — 

It  is  proposed  to  deal  with  this  particular  sanitary  defect  during  1955. 

The  department  has  again  experienced  considerable  difficulty  with  owners  of 
vans,  particularly  during  the  summer  months,  who  come  into  the  town  and  occupy 
sites  for  temporary  periods,  chiefly  at  week-ends.  This  problem  is  difficult  to 
control  under  Town  Planning  powers  and,  by  the  time  the  department  can  act, 
conditions  may  have  changed  which  prevents  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings 
or  makes  such  action  somewhat  futile.  Where  possible,  the  department  endeavoui's 
to  adopt  a firm  attitude,  as  otherwise  a problem  will  be  created  which  will  be 
difficult  to  control. 

Overcrowding.  The  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough  is  unknown  with 
any  degree  of  exactitude,  and  only  a complete  survey  would  present  the  Local 
Authority  with  a true  picture  of  the  position.  When  serious  cases  of  overcrowding 
are  discovered,  the  facts  in  every  instance,  are  reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee,  and  in  those  cases  where  the  occupiers  are  eligible  for  a 
municipal  tenancy,  the  Estates  and  Housing  Committee  are  most  s\Tnpathetic. 
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Military  Billeting.  During  the  year,  families  of  military  personnel  belonging 
to  the  Army  and  the  Royal  Air  Force,  were  housed  in  a number  of  hotels  and 
boarding  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  and  the  Local  Authority  has  made 
arrangements  to  sur\'ey  this  accommodation  every  six  months  with  a view  to 
ensuring  that  a high  standard  of  sanitation  and  hygiene  is  maintained  in  these 
premises. 

Military  Hutments.  There  are  still  three  military  hutment  sites  used  as 
temporary-  housing  accommodation  in  the  town,  namely  : — 

1.  Bosworth  Place. 

2.  St.  Annes  Road. 

3.  Stanley  Park  East. 


The  most  unsatisfactory  ones  are  those  .situated  under  heading  1 and  3,  and 
the  Local  Authority  has  prepared  a scheme  for  submission  to  the  appropriate 
Ministry  for  the  demolition  of  these  structures  in  the  following  order  of  priority  : — 

1.  Bosworth  Place. 

2.  Stanley  Park  East. 

3.  St.  .Annes  Road. 


Allocation  of  Municipal  Tenancies.  Responsibility  for  the  allocation  of  all 
municipal  tenancies  lies  with  the  Estates  and  Housing  Department,  but  close  liaison 
exists  between  that  department  and  the  Public  Health  Department  with  regard 
to  families  living  under  unsuitable  conditions.  Detailed  reports  are  supplied  in 
each  case. 


The  following  information  regarding  the  various  types  of  municipal  houses  erected 
since  re-commencement  of  building  since  the  last  war  has  been  furnished  by  the 
Borough  Treasurer. 


Permanent — 1 bedroom  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  254 

Permanent — 2 bedrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  306 

Permanent — 3 bedrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1616 

Permanent — 4 bedrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Temporary  bungalows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  343 


296  families  were  re-housed  during  the 


year  and  as  at  31st  December,  1954, 


the  number  of  persons  on  the  waiting  list  for  tenancy  of  municipal  houses  was  3,144. 


Allocation  of  Municipal  Houses. 
Proposed  Points  Scheme. 


1.  (a)  Date  of  application  (Not  prior  to 

date  of  marriage) . 

(b)  Length  of  residence  in 
Blackpool 


1 point  for  each  completed  6 months 
commencing  1st  January,  1945. 

1 point  for  each  complete  3 years  up  to 
a maximum  of  15  years  (husband 
and  wife  residence) . A widow  or 
v-idower  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
points  which  the  deceased  husband 
or  wife  would  have  received  had  they 
been  alive.  Maximum  10. 

1 point  for  each  child  under  6 years 
of  age. 

2 points  for  each  child  over  6 years  of 
age. 


(c)  Number  of  children 
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(d)  Bedroom  deficiency  : 

subject  to  such  conditions  having 
appertained  for  at  least  twelve 
months. 


(e)  Shared  living  accommodation. 
Shared  cooking  facilities. 

(f)  Service  in  H.M.  Forces  (including 
Merchant  Navy)  from  3rd  Sept- 
ember, 1939  to  15th  August, 
1945. 


(g)  Special  hardship  or  circumstances; 
(to  be  assessed  by  the  Housing 
Tenancies  Sub-Committee) . 


5 points  for  each  deficient  bedroom. 
Combined  room  (man,  wife  and 
child)  10  points. 

1 bedroom  ; man,  wife  and  child) 
under  5 years  of  age.  No  points. 
1 bedroom  : man,  wife  and  2 

children  or  one  child  over  5.  5 

points. 

1 bedroom  : man,  wife  and  2 

children  ( one  or  both  over  7 years 
of  age) . 10  points. 

2 points. 

1 point. 

Applicant  or  wife  to  receive  1 point  for 
each  complete  year  of  service.  A 
widow  whose  husband  was  killed 
on  active  service  during  this  period 
to  receive  6 points  in  addition  to 
any  points  she  may  have  for  her 
own  service  in  H.M.  Forces. 

1 to  15  points  added  for  an\i;hing  not 
provided  for  under  A to  F.  e.g. 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  Asthma, 
Bronchitis,  or  Physical  Disability. 


2.  No  applicant  to  be  granted  the  tenancy  of  a house  until  he  or  she  has  been 
resident  in  Blackpool  for  a minimum  period  of  five  years,  and  at  least  one  year 
on  the  waiting  list. 


RODENT  CONTROL  AND  VERMIN  AND  INSECT  DISINFESTATION. 

Rodent  Infestation.  The  continuous  search  of  pi'emises  for  rodent  infestation 
during  the  year  entailed  visits  to  2,713  premises,  summarized  as  follows  : — 

1,864  Business  Premises. 

511  Dwelling  Houses. 

338  Open  Spaces. 

Of  these,  64  premises  were  found  to  be  infested.  Orders  for  disinfestation 
were  received  in  all  cases  from  the  persons  responsible,  and  the  work  was  duly 
carried  out.  The  cordial  relationship  existing  between  the  Department  and  the 
general  public  has  been  maintained  during  the  past  year.  In  addition,  the  helpful 
co-operation  of  the  Lancashire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  the  Nationalized 
Industries,  and  the  Officers  of  the  Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  has  been  much  appreciated. 

Surface  Infestation.  Under  this  heading  940  complaints  of  rodent  infestation 
were  received  or  discovered.  During  the  year,  210  premises  were  proved  clear  by 
test-baiting  ; 730  premises  comprising  336  business  premises,  and  394  dwelling  houses 
received  treatment.  Premises  treated  included  theatres,  cinemas,  hotels,  ware- 
houses, restaurants  and  shops.  In  addition  the  abattoirs,  tips,  land,  refuse  disposal 
works,  water-courses,  pumping  stations,  and  other  premises  belonging  to  the  Local 
.Authority  received  periodic  inspection  and  treatment  where  necessary’. 

During  the  year,  the  rodent  control  staff  engaged  on  surface  infestations  made 
4,685  visits 
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The  wet  weather  of  1954  curtailed  out-door  field  trials  of  rodenticides  and  baits, 
and  experimental  work  was  confined  to  laboratory  tests.  One  test  in  the  series  was 
a comparison  of  the  reaction  of  rodents  to  the  tests  of  medium  and  pinhead  grades 
of  oat  meals,  with  the  addition  of  mineral  oils. 

Common  rats  used  as  test  animals,  showed  a decided  preference  for  the  pin- 
head meal.  It  is  hoped  to  stage  field  trials  early  in  1955  to  confirm  the  laboratory 
tests 


Further  tests  using  house  mice  as  test  animals  was  indecisive,  the  mice  feeding 
on  both  meals  indiscriminately. 

During  the  period  under  review,  rodent  control  staff  called  in  to  deal  with  a 
suspected  rat  infestation  and  damage,  have  on  3 occasions  found  that  the  damage 
attributed  to  rats,  had  in  fact  been  caused  by  escaped  minks.  These  semi-aquatic 
animals  are  now  reared  extensively  in  this  Country  for  their  fur,  there  are  some 
14  breeders  in  the  County  Borough.  Damage  caused  by  the  escaped  animals 
ranged  from  biting  a hotel  employee  who  attempted  to  capture  a mink  at  Norbreck, 
to  the  destruction  of  15  pullets  on  a poultry  farm  in  Poulton  Old  Road.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  mink,  whose  natural  habitat  is  Northern  Canada,  could  live  and 
breed  in  this  Country,  and  as  they  are  natural  killers  the  resultant  damage  would 
be  extensive.  The  trapping  of  escaped  mink  cannot  be  regarded  as  part  of  the 
rodent  control  work  of  the  Department,  but  having  regard  to  the  danger  to  children 
and  dom.estic  animals,  this  work  was  undertaken  outside  normal  working  houi's 
and  3 escaped  mink  captured  or  killed.  Despite  the  value  of  these  animals  it  is 
believed  that  some  owriers  do  not  advertise  the  loss  of  a mink  fearing  that  any 
damage  directly  attributable  may  exceed  the  value  of  the  animal  for  breeding  or 
pelting. 

The  approved  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 


Class 

Xo.  OF 
Manuoles 

COM.MENCEI) 

Completed 

Bait  Base  | Poison 

Maintenance... 

638 

2.3.54 

25.3.54 

1 

Bre«ad  Mash  1 Arsenious  Oxide 

10%  Test  ... 

625 

12.7.54 

31.7.54 

Sausage  Rusk  1 — 

Maintenance... 

359 

2.8.54 

19.8.54 

Sausage  Rusk  j Zinc  Phospliide 

A Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Infestation 
Control  Division  was  present  at  each  stage  of  the  above  treatments,  and  certified 
that  the  correct  procedure  was  adopted. 

Irisect  Infestations.  Treatment  and/or  advice  has  been  given  as  a result  of  the 


following  number  of  complaints — 1,034,  which  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


1st  Visits 

Revisits 

Total  Visits 

Vermin — Bugs,  Lice,  Fleas  ... 

306 

23 

.329 

Cockroach 

279 

230 

509 

Steam  Flies  ... 

9 

5 

14 

Ants 

89 

33 

122 

Moths 

13 

■ 

13 

Wood  Borers  ... 

215 

34 

249 

Flies  ...  ...  

17 



17 

Food  Pests 

9 

— 

9 

Other  Pests  ... 

97 

23 

120 

1034 

348 

1382 

A New  Technique  in  the  Field  of  Organic  Insecticides.  As  outlined  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1953,  the  Department  has  investigated  the  efficiency  of  some 
of  the  new  chlorinated  hydrocarbon  insecticides,  and  new  techniques  in  their  applica- 
tion. From  the  data  collected  it  would  appear  that  a compound  of  the  new  persistent 
insecticide  Dieldrin,  and  a new  .synthetic  lacquer,  are  worthy  of  field  trials. 
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The  action  and  significance  of  the  new  compound  is  as  follows  : — 

The  lacquer  consists  of  a super-saturated  solid  solution  of  Dieldrin  in  a urea 
formaldehyde  resin,  which  may  be  sprayed  or  painted  on  to  any  kind  of  wall  or 
floor  surface,  and  dries  out  in  a few  hours,  leaving  an  invisible  film.  The  insecticide 
within  the  resin  coating  is  precipitated  on  to  the  surface  to  form  a bloom  of  micro- 
scopic crystals.  A momentary  contact  with  the  bloom  by  an  insect  is  sufficient 
to  ensure  its  death. 

If  the  surface  bloom  is  removed  by  scrubbing  or  washing  with  detergents,  the 
resin  immediately  blooms  again,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  for  two  or  more  years 
even  when  continuously  removed  by  weekly  scrubbings.  This  means  that  premises 
can  be  rendered  literally  uninhabitable  to  insect  pests  for  very  long  periods. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  Department  has  already  received  orders  from 
the  management  of  two  large  business  premises  for  the  new  technique  to  be  tried 
out  on  their  premises.  The  work  will  be  earned  out  by  the  Department  as  soon 
as  staff  training  in  the  method  of  application  is  completed. 

Pest  Infestations  of  Uncommon  Interest  during  1954.  A number  of  insect 
pest  infestations  of  uncommon  interest  investigated  by  the  Department  during  the 
year,  include  the  following  : — 

(a)  At  a large  Pharmacy  and  fancy-goods  store,  a number  of  female  assistants 
complained  of  insect  bites  on  their  legs  and  feet,  although  no  insects  had  been 
seen.  The  bites,  versicular  in  appearance,  were  very  irritating  and  caused 
some  alarm,  medical  advice  being  sought  in  several  cases.  On  notification  by 
the  management,  the  Department  carried  out  an  inspection  of  the  premises. 
No  trace  of  insects  capable  of  causing  such  bites  on  humans  were  found. 
Samples  of  dust,  floor-sweepings  and  packing  straw  brought  in  for  microscopic 
examination  revealed  the  presence  in  the  straw  of  large  numbers  of  the  Harvest 
Mite  (Trombicula  Autumnalis),  a microscopic  creature,  yet  capable  of  causing 
the  irritating  weals  complained  of.  The  management  undertook  the  necesary 
work  of  disinfestation  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department,  since  when, 
no  further  infestation  has  been  noted. 

(b)  At  a new  school  for  girls  at  Bispham,  large  numbers  of  small  lice-like  insects 
were  seen,  and  though  there  were  no  complaints  of  bites,  these  creatures  caused 
uneasiness  and  alarm. 

On  notification  by  the  Education  Department,  an  inspection  revealed  the 
presence  of  several  thriving  colonies  of  Psocoptera  (Book-lice).  The  insects 
were  attracted  by,  and  feeding  on,  minute  moulds  and  mildews  often  found 
in  new  buildings  owing  to  the  moisture  drying  out  of  the  plasterwork. 

The  Department  undertook  the  work  of  disinfestation,  and  as  Psocoptera  are 
more  or  less  immune  to  insecticides,  the  treatment  was  directed  against  the 
fungi.  Walls,  cracks,  angles,  and  shelving  were  painted  vdth  Lauiyfl 
Pentachlorphenate.  This  effectively  destroyed  the  moulds,  etc.  on  which  the 
insects  were  feeding,  and  has  proved  quite  successful  in  eradicating  the  pests. 

(c)  At  a single  storied  building  used  as  a Repair  Depot  by  the  North  Western 
Gas  Board,  a heterogeneous  infestation  including  the  following  insects  and  mites 
was  discovered  : — 

Hofmannophila  Pseudospretella — Brown  House  Moth. 

Attegenus  Pellio — White  Marked  Carpet  Beetle. 

Ptinus  Tectus — Spider  Beetle. 

Lepisma  Saccharina — Silver  Fish  Insect. 

Stegobium  Paniceum — Drug  Store  Beetle. 

Tyroglyphus  Farinae — Flour  Mite. 
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This  infestation  was  traced  to  the  roof  of  a tall  adjacent  building,  where 
a large  number  of  Pigeons  and  Starlings  had  nested.  New  arrivals  at  the  end 
of  the  Summer  were  attacked  by  the  resident  flock,  and  during  the  struggle 
for  territory  much  of  the  old  nesting  material  was  dislodged.  The  dung,  straw, 
etc.,  heavily  infested  by  insects  and  mites,  fell  on  to  the  lower  roof  of  the 
Depot,  and  the  insects  found  their  way  through  crevises  in  the  roof  structure 
and  on  to  the  work  benches  beneath. 

The  Department  sprayed  the  building  with  a persistent  insecticide  and 
advised  the  Gas  Board  to  have  the  old  nests  taken  down  and  destiwed 
by  burning. 

During  the  year  251  insects,  mites,  etc.  were  brought  to  or  sent  to  the  Depart- 
ment for  indentification,  and/or  advice  on  measures  of  control. 


Rodent  Control  Summary,  J^\nuary  - December  1954 
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GENERAL  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Meat  Inspection.  Reference  was  made  in  the  last  Annual  Report  to  the 
Corporation  again  assuming  responsibility  for  the  administration  of  the  central 
slaughtering  establishment  in  Blackpool  which  is  used  for  supplying  meat  for  most 
of  the  Fylde  area. 


During  the  year,  major  repairs  were  carried  out,  and  the  installation  of  a hot 
water  supply  throughout  the  slaughterhouse  is  now  in  progress.  Also  this  year  the 
shippons  were  re-constructed  and  automatic  water  bowls  were  fixed  in  the  process 
of  modernisation.  The  alterations  to  the  pig  slaughtering  establishment  were 
commenced  during  the  year  and  when  these  facilities  are  completed  the  department 
can  ensure  that  the  pigs  are  slaughtered  humanely  and  in  the  most  hygienic  manner. 


Other  changes  contemplated  are  the  provision  of  a new  casualty  slaughterhouse 
and  a new  gut  scraping  establishment. 


The  undermentioned  tables  show  (a)  the  number  of  animals  which  have  been 
slaughtered  during  the  last  15  years,  (b)  details  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
during  1954,  and  (c)  quantities  of  mean  condemned  and  reason  for  condemnation  : — 


Year 

Cows 

Heifers 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

— 

Total 

1940 

2005 

3975 

2318 

107 

4075 

73754 

8310 

94550 

1941 

2301 

2433 

2998 

187 

5034 

48201 

4192 

65400 

1942 

2109 

2751 

3895 

181 

8081 

02171 

1144 

80332 

1943 

2532 

2299 

375JS 

183 

10444 

48843 

090 

08755 

1944 

2678 

2138 

2435 

170 

9544 

45627 

091 

03283 

1945 

2837 

2680 

4402 

192 

10704 

40450 

1258 

02()49 

1940 

4075 

2391 

4968 

154 

11671 

54015 

007 

77881 

1947 

3224 

2273 

4093 

108 

7929 

24932 

290 

42849 

1948 

4075 

1938 

3397 

129 

7589 

30015 

550 

53093 

1949 

4610 

2230 

2691 

204 

0202 

34276 

711 

50924 

1950 

5600 

4127 

3249 

303 

7257 

30593 

2032 

59107 

1951 

5301 

5119 

3370 

294 

7408 

34885 

4248 

00001 

1952 

3749 

4540 

2889 

175 

7477 

38212 

7003 

04711 

1953 

5719 

3205 

3164 

213 

5198 

40161 

7493 

71153 

1954 

3972 

4883 

3021 



118 

3019 

59369 

15750 

90132 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

8022 

3972 

3019 

59309 

15750 

Number  inspected 

8022 

3972 

3019 

59369 

15750 

All  diseases  except  T.B. — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

14 

78 

51 

51 

Carcases  of  wliich  .some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

4715 

2794 

17 

2627 

829 

Percentage  of  the  numbeu  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than  T.B.  .. 

57 

70.5 

3.1 

4.5 

5.6 

Ttibernilosis  Only — 

Whole  catcase  condemned  ... 

16 

68 

9 

— 

11 

Carcases  of  wliicli  soino  jjait  or  oiTfa:i 
was  coiulemnrd 

880 

912 

— 

— 

487 

Percentage  of  the  nninber  inspected  with 
tuberculosis 

11. 1 

24.7 

.29 

— 

3.2 

12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

•3 

2 
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Reason  for  condemnation 

Meat  Condemned 

lbs.  Reason  for  condemnation 

lbs. 

Abcesses 

4125 

Immature 

90 

Actino 

1050 

Jaundice 

1712 

Arthritis 

810 

Jointill 

3166 

Angioma 

483 

Mastitis 

3320 

Bruised 

3209 

Melanosis 

5 

Cirrhosis 

76 

Moribund 

2376 

Congestion 

1244 

Nephritis 

1622 

Contaminated 

150 

Oedema 

305 

C.  Bovis 

4646 

Parasitic 

7097 

Decomposition 

3314 

Periconditis 

438 

Diamonds 

16 

Pleurisy 

1237 

Dropsy 

283 

Pneumonia 

2138 

Emaciation 

263 

Septic 

8310 

Empyema 

226 

Suppurative 

196 

Enteritis 

78 

T.B 

136953 

Erysipelas 

320 

Tumours 

68 

Fever  

2402 

Urticaria 

455 

Fluke  

...  41963 

Uraemia 

102 

Fracture 

377 

’ Xanthosis 

20 

234645 

The  inspection  of  meat  at  the  slaughterhouse  is  carried  out  by  a full-time 
Abattoir  Superintendent  who  is  a fully  qualified  meat  inspector  and,  who  is  assisted 
as  and  when  circumstances  deem  it  necessary,  by  other  sanitary  inspectors  holding 
appropriate  qualifications. 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954.  The  Local  Authority  passed  as  resolution  under 
Section  4 (2)  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954,  that  no  private  slaughterhouse 
licence  will  be  renewed  or  granted  in  Blackpool  in  the  future.  This  was  forwarded 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  confirmation. 

Cysticercus  Bovis.  The  department  is  continuing  its  special  technique  in  the 
examination  of  carcases  for  the  presence  of  cysticercus  bovis  and  the  attached  graph 
shows  the  incidence  during  the  years  1949  to  1954,  demonstrating  that  the  infestation 
is  on  the  decline  but  still  warrants  the  most  careful  examination  of  the  animals. 

The  only  difficulty  which  has  been  experienced  by  the  department  is  the 
reaction  of  the  wholesalers  to  this  special  examination  because  they  complain  that 
not  only  do  the  numerous  incisions  reduce  the  marketability  of  the  head,  but  the 
high  percentage  of  infested  carcases  necessitating  removal  of  the  same  to  cold  store 
for  21  days  causes  a loss  of  at  least  £10  per  head  to  them.  Whilst  appreciating  the 
merit  of  their  contention,  the  Council  have  refused  to  alter  their  instructions, 
expressing  the  view  that  the  primary  concern  is  a public  health  rather  than  an 
economic  one. 


Incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  animals  slaughtered  at  Blackpool 

Abattoirs  during  1954. 


1 

March 

April 

June 

>> 

August 

September 

October 

Xovember 

d 

C 

& 

d 

c, 

TOTAL 

Slaughtered 

09C 

737 

977 

774 

862 

506 

1349 

1306 

1358 

1210 

1259 

1009 

12043 

Infested 

0 

9 

4 

3 

8 

5 

9 

31 

23 

13 

17 

17 

148 

1 

Per  Cent 

1.3 

1.2 

0.4 

0.4 

.9 

1.0 

0.7 

2.6 

1.7 

... 

1.3 

1.0 

1.2 
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Transport  of  Meat.  In  previous  Annual  Reports,  reference  was  made  to  the 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  between  representatives  of  the  company  which 
transports  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse  to  the  shops,  employees  of  the  firm,  and 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  to  the  most  suitable  type  of  vehicle  to  prevent 
contamination  of  the  meat.  The  whole  of  the  vehicles  have  now  been  converted 
to  the  requirements  of  the  department.  The  employees  are  still  carrying  out  the 
recommendations  made  to  them  last  year  and  it  is  only  fair  to  state  that  the 
transport  of  meat  from  the  abattoirs  to  the  retail  shops  in  this  area  is  reasonably 
satisf  actor}'. 

During  the  year,  the  firm  distributing  the  meat  from  the  abattoirs  has  agreed 
to  pay  the  Corporation  a rental  for  the  use  of  the  hot  water  supply  at  the  slaughter- 
house for  cleaning  out  their  vans  and  this  arrangement  has  worked  satisfactorily. 

Sale  of  Horseflesh.  The  department’s  view,  which  was  expressed  in  last 
year’s  report,  has  now  been  confirmed  and  there  is  now  no  shop  in  the  town  selling 
horse  flesh. 

Food  Inspection.  During  the  past  twelve  months,  the  undermentioned  food- 
stuffs were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  is  in  addition  to 
the  meat  condemned  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse. 

List  of  Foodstuffs  Condemned  during  1954. 


Units 

Pounds 

Bags/ Boxes 

Tins/Jars 

Biscuits  

2 

84 

5 

27 

Meat  (tinned) 

— 

10905 

— 

1128 

Bacon  and  Ham 

— 

2799 

— 

156 

Fish  (fresh)  

— 

400 

2 

4 

Shellfish  

4 

368 

li 

42 

Fruit  (fresh) 

— 

597 

30 

5 

Vegetables  (fresh)  

— 

S80 

15 

42 

Meat  (fresh) 

— 

179 

— 

— 

Fish  (tinned) 

— 

90 

— 

179 

Fruit  (tinned)  

1503 

3797 

— 

3654 

Vegetables  (tinned) 

35 

1521 

6 

1890 

Milk  (tinned) 

18 

490 

— 

841 

Butter  and  Fats  

— 

93 

— 

2 

.lams  and  Marmalades,  etc. 

— 

41 

1 

30 

Bread  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tea  and  Coft'ee  

— 

O 



1 

Rabbits  

— 

5 



0 

Poultry 

3 

18 

— 

2 

Cheese  

3 

64 

10 

58 

Eggs  

— 

181 

— 

87 

Cereals  

o 

77 

2 

81 

Sweets  

— 

39 

— 

40 

Soup  

— 

530 

9 

172 

Miscellaneous 

— 

203 

— 

134 

TOTAL 

1570 

23.519 

91 

8581 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  department’s  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and  other 
foods. 

All  meat  unfit  for  human  consumption  which  has  been  condemned  following 
inspection  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  is  heavily  stained  with  green  dye  before 
being  removed  from  the  premises  by  a I'eputable  firm  of  manufacturers  whose  works 
are  situate  within  the  Borough  boundary.  At  these  works  all  meat  is  converted 
into  fertiliser  and  none  of  it  is  sold  as  pet  animal  food,  nor  is  there  an}'  leakage 
through  other  channels  whei'eby  the  public  health  is  endangered.  In  respect  of  all 
other  foods  condemned  in  shops  or  warehouses,  the  department  accepts  full 
responsibility  for  its  disposal  by  collecting  the  condemned  items  b}’  van  and  convey- 
ing them  to  the  refuse  disposal  works  where  they  are  destroyed  by  incineration. 

Complete  records  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  are  maintained  and  the 
Council  is  satisfied  that  the  above  arrangements  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  and 
elsewhere  provide  adequate  protection  for  the  general  public. 
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Mussels  from  the  Piers.  No  further  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
about  mussels  being  taken  from  underneath  the  piers  and,  apparently,  the  boards 
which  were  fixed  by  the  Local  Authority  with  the  consent  of  the  Pier  Companies, 
warning  people  that  the  mussels  were  unfit  for  human  consumption,  must  have  had 
a salutory  effect. 

Foreign  Matter  in  Food.  The  considerable  increase  of  publicity  in  recent 
years  in  connection  with  food  hygiene  has  certainly  brought  about  closer  co-operation 
with  the  general  public,  with  the  result  that  people  are  far  more  keen  in  reporting 
to  the  local  authority,  instances  in  which  they  feel  their  interests  are  being 
jeopardised.  The  great  variety  of  cases  of  this  type  can  be  judged  by  the  under- 
mentioned complaints  which  the  department  has  investigated  : — 

Insect  in  Hot-Pot. 

Insects  in  Christening  Cake. 

Insect  in  Fruit  Tart. 

House  excrement  on  top  of  meat  pie. 

Part  of  greasing  cloth  m loaf  of  bread. 

Wire  in  sweets. 

Bristles  of  brush  or  wood  in  tin  of  stewed  steak  and  gravy. 

Mouse  droppings  in  Lemon  Sandwich  Cake. 

Larva  in  tin  of  Tomatoes. 

Grubs  in  pearl  barley. 

Insect  in  loaf  of  bread. 

Oil  in  loaf  of  bread. 

Food  Hygiene.  There  are  bye-laws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  in  operation  in  the  town  but,  unfortunately,  owing  to  staff  shortage,  it 
has  not  been  possible  for  the  department  to  pay  the  same  attention  to  food  handling 
as  either  the  situation  demands  or  the  department  would  like.  Until  this  is 
remedied,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  this  feature  of  the  work  to  receive  its  proper 
attention  and,  although  the  department  has  advertised  for  extra  sanitary  inspectors 
the  response  has  been  e.xtremely  poor. 

Stalls  on  the  Sands.  During  the  year,  a survey  of  the  stalls  on  the  sands  was 
made  by  the  department,  and  warning  letters  were  sent  to  a number  of  offenders 
against  the  bye-laws. 

Food  Hygiene  Lectures.  Once  again,  the  department,  in  co-operation  with  the 
School  of  Food  Technology’,  attempted  to  continue  the  food  hygiene  lectures,  but 
again  the  response  has  been  negligible.  Whilst  appreciating  the  difficulties  in  a 
seaside  resort  where  labour  is  so  transitional  for  interest  to  be  maintained,  one  cannot 
but  feel  that  both  the  public  and  people  in  the  food  trade  are  more  apathetic  than 
they  should  be  in  dealing  with  food  hygiene  matters.  Our  own  experience  has 
showm  too,  that  in  so  far  as  Blackpool  is  concerned,  there  is  no  substitute  for 
frequent  inspections  of  premises  and  thus  maintaining  the  closest  contact  betw'een 
the  proprietors  of  these  businesses,  their  employees,  and  the  District  Sanitary' 
Inspectors.  Intimate  talks  at  the  place  of  business  seems  to  be  the  most  effective 
policy  in  Blackpool. 

Food  Premises.  The  following  is  a list  of  shops  in  the  borough  where  food 
is  exposed  for  sale  : 


Butchers’  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  228 

Fish  and  Greengrocery  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Grocery,  provisions  and  confectionery  ...  ...  ...  ...  519 

Restaurants,  cafes,  tea  rooms  ...  ...  231 

Sweet  confectionery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 170 

Tripe  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Oyster  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 
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Milk  Supply.  The  following  is  a list  of  milk  purveyors  in  the  borough  : 


Milk  Stores ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Milk  shops  selling  by  retail  (loose  milk)  4 

Dairymen’s  premises  (not  including  farmers) 40 

Distributors  of  milk  279 

Dairymen  using  registered  dairies  other  than  own  premises  ...  15 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  R^ulations,  1954.  The  following  licences  under 
the  above  regulations  were  in  operation  at  the  encl  of  the  year  1954  : 

Licensed  Bottling  Establishments  : 

Tuberculin  Tested — at  farms Nil 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Dealers’  Licences  : 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Supplementary  Licences  : 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 


54 

237 

172 


1 

4 

3 


Milk  Analysis.  The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  milk. 


Che.mical  Analysis  of  Milk 

The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  108,  and  of  these  5 
proved  unsatisfactory. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

No  samples  of  non-designated  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli.  No  samples  were  submitted  to  the  methylene  blue  test. 


The  following  tables  show  the  results  of  samples  taken  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations,  1949. 

Methylene  Blue  Test 


Outside  the  Borouch 

Inside  the  Boroush 

Gr,idr  of  Milk 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

U nsatis- 
fnctory 

T.T.  (Channel  Islands) 

31 

♦) 

_ 

1 

T.T.  (Pa.steurised)  

r>s 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.  (Certified)  or 

Tuberculin  Tested 

TK 

5 



Pasteurised  

77 

31 

— 

Phosphatase  Test 


• 

Outside  the  Borough 

Inside  the  Borough 

Grade  of  Milk 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatls- 

;HCtory 

T.T.  (Pa-steurised)  

.-is 

— 

— 



Pasteurised  

77 

31 

““ 
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Animal  Inoculation  Test 


(liinlc  of  Milk 

Outside  the  fioroujili 

Inside  tlie  ItorouHti 

Sal  i.s- 
faetory 

Uusatis- 

faetory 

Satis- 

I'aetory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

T.T.  (Cliatinel  Islands) 

3 

.) 

1 

T.T.  or  Cartified  

1(1 

1 

— 



Pasteurised 

— 

— 





T.T.  (Pa.steurised)  

:! 

— 

— 

— 

Turbidity  Test 


Grade  of  Milk 

Outside  the  Borough 

Inside  the  Borough 

Satis- 

factorj’ 

Unsatis- 

factory 

.Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Sterilised  

41 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Supply.  The  report  set  out  below  was  submitted  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee,  and  shows  in  detail  the  action  taken  by  the  department 
in  connection  with  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Introduction 

The  number  of  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  has  again  shown  a slight  reduction, 
and  this  year  has  again  seen  a decline  in  the  number  of  purveyors. 


Mix 

1939 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Pasteurised  . . , 

5 

Boiled 

07 

— 

— 

— 

JIamifactnrers 

Heat  Treated 

— 

31 

29 

24 

Cold 

23 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

95 

32 

30 

26 

!*asteuiiscd  ... 

134 

_ 

Boiled 

85 

— 

— 

— 

IMirveyors 

Heat  Treated 

— 

458 

431 

418 

Cold 

23 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

242 

459 

432 

420 

Premises 

The  structural  condition  of  the  buildings  used  in  connection  with  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream  remains  reasonably  satisfactory. 


No.  of  Booms  Available 

Class  of  Manufacture 

Total 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Heat  Trcati-d  Mix  ... 

4 

16 

4 

24 

Cold  Mix  

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

18 

4 

26 

The  stalls  on  the  .sands  are  generally  of  modern  construction,  and  can  easily 
be  operated  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  bve-laws  relating  to  the  sale 
of  food  in  the  open  air. 

The  stalls  on  the  Promenade  and  other  forecourts  are  now  generally  satisfactory 
and  steps  have  been  taken  by  stall  holders  to  minimise  risk  of  contamination  when 
cutting  blocks  of  ice  cream  into  wafers. 

Equipment 

During  the  year,  equipment  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  has  been 
maintained  in  compliance  with  the  heat  treatment  regulations. 
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Analysis  of  Results 

For  the  purpose  of  analysis,  32  samples  have  been  taken  for  chemical  and  95 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

Chemical 

(a)  Throughout  1954,  the  composition  of  ice  cream  has  been  governed  by  The 
Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953.  Under  this  order,  ice  cream  must 
contain  a minimum  of  5 % fat,  10%  sugar  and  % milk  solids  other  than  fats. 

In  the  Order,  variations  are  allowed  in  the  case  of  ice  cream  containing  fruit 
and  kosher  products. 

All  samples  were  satisfactory  in  relation  to  sugar  and  milk  solids,  other  than 
fats,  but,  during  the  year,  6 samples  showed  a deficiency  in  fat  content. 

(b)  A comparative  classification  of  the  fat  content  in  the  samples  for  the  two 
years  1954  and  1953  is  shown  in  the  following  tables. 


Classification  Fat  Content  % 

1954 

1953 

Below 

3 

1 

1 

Over 

3 

Below 

4 

1 

— 

Over 

4 

Below 

') 

4 

3 

Over 

5 

Below 

1)  

3 

7 

Over 

0 

Below 

7 

3 

1 

Over 

7 

Below 

8 

1 

1 

Over 

8 

Below 

9 

3 

4 

Over 

9 

Below 

10  

4 

3 

Over 

10 

12 

6 

Totals 

32 

20 

The  average  fat  content  of  all  samples  was  8.37%  compared  with  7.12%  during 
1953.  This  shows  a slight  percentage  increase. 

(c)  The  average  fat  content  of  samples  taken  from  manufacturers  whose 
products  are  sold  from  stalls  on  the  sands  was  9.59%  compared  with  8.1%  during 
1953.  The  details  of  individual  samples  are  as  follows  ; — 


Manufacturer 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

% Fat  

12.7 

8.27 

10.64 

9.55 

11.4 

6.1 

8.8 

— 

Bacteriological 

The  following  table  shows  the  grading  of  the  95  samples  submitted  for  examina- 
tion by  the  methylene  blue  test. 


Provisional  Grade 

Class  of  Mix 

Totals 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

TTeat  Treated  ... 

00 

9 

14 

9 

92 

Cold  

2 

1 

— 

3 

02 

10 

14 

9 

95 

75.8%  were  within  Grades  1 and  2 as  compared  with  57.9%  during  1953. 
24.2%  were  within  Grades  3 and  4 as  compared  with  42.1%  during  1953. 


Summary 

(i)  The  tendency  for  centralised  manufacture  continues,  and  the  number  of 
local  firms  now  making  ice  cream  has  been  further  reduced  during  the  past  , 
year.  There  has,  however,  been  a slight  expansion  of  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream  by  the  “cold”  method. 
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(ii)  The  number  of  samples  containing  less  than  the  minimum  standard  5 % 
fat  has  shown  an  increase  on  the  previous  year.  This  may  be  due  to  faulty 
methods  of  manufacture,  as  manufacturers  cannot  plead  an  insufficiency 
of  ingredients.  Four  of  the  six  samples  below  5 % fat  were  the  subject 
of  legal  proceedings,  fines  being  imposed  in  each  case,  two  of  £2  0.  0.  and 
two  of  £3  0.  0.  The  analyst’s  fee  of  35s.  Od.  was  allowed  in  addition  to 
the  fines. 

(iii)  There  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  results  of  bacteriological  examina- 
tion of  ice  cream  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  During  the  year  467  samples  were  taken  under 
the  Act,  and  the  results  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  are  detailed  below  : — 


Informal 

Format 

r 

Genuine  ( 

Not 

tenuine 

Uef. 

No. 

.Viitine  of  Sample 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

_ 

Almonds  (Flaked) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Almonds  (Ground) 

♦) 







— 

— 

Angelica 

r 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Apple  .luice  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Backache  Fills 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

{) 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Batter  Crisp  Mixture  

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Beef  Paste 

1 

— 





— 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  

8 

— 





— 

— 

Brawn 

7 

— 



1 

— 

— 

Bread  and  Butter  (Brown) 

— 

— 

— 

o 

— 

— 

Bread  and  Butter  (White)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Butter  

15 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Butter  nrop.s  ... 

I 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

Butterkist 

1 

— 





— 

— 

Buttered  Macaroons 

1 





— 

— 

— 

Butter  Snips 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cake.  Birthday 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cake  Mixture  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ca.stor  Oil  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cheese  Spread  

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cherries,  Glace  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cockles 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coconut  Chips 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Coconut  (Desiccated) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(tolfee 

IS 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cofle?  and  Chicorv  Essence 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Condiment,  non-hrewed 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cookeeii 

t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cooking  Fat  ... 

G 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cooling  Powder,  Childrens 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Corn  P'lour  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cough  Candv  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cream — Irish 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

94 

Cream — Pure  Devon 

— 

1 

130 



— 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar  

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cream — Whey  

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Currants 

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Dates,  stoned  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Devon  Cream  Caramels  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Easter  Eggs  (Milk  Chocolate) 

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Farola 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Dressing  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flour,  Self  Raising  ... 

(5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gelatine 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger  Cordial 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger,  Ground  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger,  Preserved 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ginger,  Tanzaro 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger  Wine 

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Ifonev  

1 

— 

— 



1 

.129 

lee  Cream  

20 

f) 

284,  28.'),  310. 

233.  234 

12 

— 

. 

Iced  Lollies  (Fruit) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

39.5 

Iodine,  tincture  of 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

.Icily  Crystals  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

.lellv.  Table 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Lard  

() 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lemonade 

1 

— 

- 

I 

— 

— 

Lemon  Curd  ... 

— 

— 





— 

Limeade 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Lollies 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Lolly  Creme  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Magnesia,  Cream  of  ... 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Margarine  

13 

— 

' 

— 

— 

— 

-Margarine  (Ko.sher)  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Meat  Paste  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Paste  (Ham  and  Beef) 

1 
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Informal 

.Nature  of  .Sample 

Formal 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

Meal.  Pottefl 

>> 

99,  307 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  

lOS 

29,  133,  135, 

173,  430 

— 

— 

— 

Milk,  Channel  Islands  

4 

•> 

169,  108 

1 

— 

— 

Milk,  (Condensed  machine  skimmed) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

408 

Milk  containing  foreign  matter  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Massels  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mussels  (in  pure  vinegar)  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mustard  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orange  Cordial 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Orange  Curd 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orange  Drink  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oranges,  (.laffas) 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oranges  (Spanish) 

1 

1 

211 

— 

— 

— 

Orange  Squash  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orangeade  Powder 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pastilles,  Gee’s  Linctus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pastrv  Mix  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Peel,  mixed  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Peel  (Cut-drained) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper  (White)  

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pickles  (Mixed)  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pie  (Holland’s) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pie — Meat  and  Potato 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pie — Steak  and  Kidney  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pie  Filling  (Lemon) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pineapple,  glazed  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pineapple  Slices 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Prunes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pudding  (College)  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

53 

Pudding  Mixture 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pudding  Mixture  (Yorkshire) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Raisins  

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

54 

Rice  Cremola  ... 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Rum  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Rum  and  Butter  Spread  

— 

— 

— 

— 

] 

03 

Rum  and  Devon  Dainties  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sage,  Dried  ... 

O 

— 

— 

— 

] 

52 

Sago  

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Salmon  Paste  ... 

o 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sandwich,  chicken 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Sauce.  Worcester 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage,  beef  

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage,  pork  ... 

s 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage  meat,  beef  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scones  (Buttered)  

— 

1 

3.5S 

— 

1 

153 

Sherbet  Dab 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shortbread  Mixture,  Scotch 

— 

1 

253 

— 

— 

— 

Slirimps 

1 

— 

— 





— 

Shrimps.  Potted 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sparkling  Special 

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Sponge  Mixture 

o 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Sponge  Mixture — Sweet 

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Sponge  Pudding  Mixture  ... 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spry  

] 

— 

— 

1 

— 



Steak  (Stewed  in  Gravy)  ... 

— 

— 

— 





— 

Strawberry  Cream  Wafer  ... 

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Suet — beef  

1 

— 

— 





— 

Suet,  naked  beef  with  flour 

1 

— 

— 





— 

Suet,  Shredded  Beef  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sugar  Strands  

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Sultana.s 

o 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Surgical  Spirit 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Sweets 

1 

— 

— 



— 



Sweets,  Butter 

o 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sweets,  Huiidrugs 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Tart,  Apple  

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

Tea  Cakes  (Buttered) 

— 

1 

3.59 



— 

— 

Throat  Pastilles  (Antiseptic) 

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Thyme — Dried 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Toast  (Hot  Buttered)  

— 

1 

301 

— 

— 

— 

Trex  

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Veal.  ,Tellied  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Veal  and  Ham  Roll 

1 

— 

— 

2 



— 

Vinegar,  Malt 

14 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Vinegar,  Malt,  distilled  

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Whisky 

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Yorkshire  Pudding  Mixture 

- 

1 

S 

— 

— 

Yorkshire  Relish  

1 

03 

9 

374 

21 

— 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Adulterated  Samples  showing  Action  taken  by  the  Department. 


Yorkshire  Formal  Sample  No.  8 

Pudding 
Mixture 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  29 


Sago  Informal  Sample  No.  52 


Pudding  Informal  Sample  No.  53 

Mixture 


Rice  Cremola  Informal  Sample  No.  54 


Rum  and  Informal  Sample  No.  63 

Devon  Cream 
Dainties 


The  sample  was  infected  with 
mould  and  with  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  mite.  The  mixture  was 
unsuitable  for  human  consumption. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  on  the  1st  Feb- 
ruary, 1954.  The  remainder  of  the 
stock  was  surrendered  for  destruction. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  5%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  1st  February,  1954.  The  matter 
was  referred  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  as  the  milk  was 
produced  in  the  area  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

The  sample  contained  mould  and 
flour  mite,  and  was  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Reported  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee  on  the  8th 
March,  1954.  The  entire  stock  was 
surrendered  for  destruction. 

The  sample  contained  mould  and 
flour  mite,  and  was  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Reported  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee  on  the  8th 
March,  1954.  The  entire  stock  was 
surrendered  for  destruction. 

The  sample  contained  mould  and 
flour  mite,  and  was  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Reported  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee  on  the  8th 
March,  1954.  The  entire  stock  was 
surrendered  for  destruction. 

The  sample  was  confectionery 
wrongly  described.  Contained  0.5  % 
fat.  The  description  “ Devon  Cream  ” 
should  not  be  applied  to  an  article  of 
confectionery  that  contains  less  than 
the  equivalent  of  4J%  Devonshire 
Cream. 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  on  the  8th  March, 
1954 

The  manufacturer  was  interviewed 
and  he  has  altered  the  label  to  read 
“ Rum  and  Devon  Dainties.”  It  is 
proposed  to  re-consider  the  new 
labelling  of  these  sweets  when  butter  is 
de-rationed. 
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Pure  Devon  Informal  Sample  No.  94 
Cream 


Potted  Meat  Formal  Sample  No.  99 


Channel  Formal  Sample  No.  108 

Island  Milk 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  133 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  135 


Pure  Devon  Formal  Sample  No.  136 
Cream 


The  sample  was  of  tinned  cream 
conforming  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Cream  Regulations  for  tinned  cream, 
but  not  having  the  composition  of 
Devon  Cream.  Reported  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee  on  the  3rd 
May,  1954.  The  Town  Clerk  was 
authorised  to  communicate  with  the 
“ Food  Standards  and  Labelling 
Division”  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  composition  of  the  sample 
corresponded  with  meat  paste  and  not 
with  potted  meat.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  5th  April,  1954. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  the  vendor.  At  Blackpool 
Police  Court  on  the  26th  April,  1954, 
the  defendant  was  fined  £2  and 
£1.  15.  Od.  costs  for  contravention  of 
section  3 of  the' Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  2.5%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Seiwices  Committee  on 
the  5th  April,  1954.  Referred  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as 
the  milk  was  produced  in  the  area  of 
the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

The  sample  was  genuine,  but 
abnormal  milk,  deficient  in  solids  not 
fat,  to  the  extent  of  1.1%.  No  action 
taken. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  8.3%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  3rd  May,  1954.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  County’  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  as  the  milk  was  produced  in 
the  area  of  the  Lancashire  Count}’ 
Council. 

The  sample  was  tinned  cream  con- 
forming to  the  requirements  of  the 
Cream  Regulations  in  respect  of  tinned 
cream,  but  not  having  the  composition 
of  ” Devon  Cream.”  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Sei-vices  Committee  on 
the  3rd  May,  1954.  The  Town  Clerk 
was  requested  to  suggest  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  that  the  Food 
Standards  (Cream)  Order,  1951  be 
amended. 
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Sherbet  Dab  Informal  Sample  No.  153  The  sample  did  not  conform  to 

Article  4 of  the  Labelling  of  Food 
Order.  Reported  to  the  Related 
Health  Ser\dces  Committee  on  the  31st 
May,  1954.  The  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  was  requested  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  manufacturer  to  the 
matter. 


Channel  Formal  Sample  No.  169 

Islands  Milk 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  173 


Spanish  Formal  Sample  No.  211 

Oranges 


Ice  Cream  Formal  Sample  No.  233 


Ice  Cream  Formal  Sample  No.  234 


Sweetened  Formal  Sample  No.  253 

Scotch 
Shortbread 
Mixture 


Ice  Cream  Formal  Sample  No.  284 


The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  12.5%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  31st  May,  1954.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  (Milk 
Division) . 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  3.3%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  31st  May,  1954.  Referred  to  the 
Count}^  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as 
the  milk  had  been  produced  in  the  area 
of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

The  oranges  contained  preserva- 
tive (Thiourea).  As  the  wholesalers 
of  these  oranges  could  not  be  traced 
the  Committee  decided  to  take  no 
further  action  in  the  matter. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  26%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  5th  July,  1954.  The  Town  Clerk 
was  instructed  to  institute  legal 
proceedings. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  10%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  5th  July,  1954.  The  Town  Clerk 
was  instructed  to  institute  legal  pro- 
ceedings. At  Blackpool  Police  Court 
on  the  13th  September,  1954,  the 
defendant  was  fined  £2  and  the 
analyst’s  fee  of  £1  15s.  Od.  for  the 
contravention  of  the  Food  Standards 
(Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953. 

The  sample  was  infested  with 
mites.  Reported  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee  on  the  2nd 
September,  1954.  The  remainder  of 
the  stock  was  surrendered  for  destruc- 
tion. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  8 % • Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  2nd  September,  1954.  The  Town 
Clerk  was  requested  to  send  a warning 
letter  to  the  manufacturers.  See  late 
follow  on  sample  No.  326. 
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Ice  Cream 


Potted  Meat 


Ice  Cream 


Ice  Cream 


Buttered 

Scones 


Buttered 
Tea  Cakes 


Formal  Sample  No.  285  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  16  % . Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  2nd  September,  1954.  The  Town 
Clerk  was  authorised  to  institute  legal 
proceedings.  At  Blackpool  Police 
Court  on  the  28th  October,  1954,  the 
vendor  was  fined  £3  and  £1  15s.  Od. 
costs  for  the  contravention  of  the  Food 
Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953. 

Formal  Sample  No.  307  The  sample  contained  20.4%  of 

excess  water.  Reported  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee  on  the  2nd 
September,  1954.  The  Town  Clerk 
was  authorised  to  institute  legal  pro- 
ceedings against  the  vendor.  At 
Blackpool  Police  Court  on  the  13th 
September,  1954,  the  defendant  was 
fined  £2  and  £1  15s.  Od.  analyst’s  fee, 
for  contravention  of  Section  3 of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Formal  Sample  No.  310  The  sample  w'as  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  50%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  2nd  September,  1954.  The  Town 
Clerk  was  authorised  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  against  the  vendor.  At 
Blackpool  Police  Court  on  the  4th 
November,  1954,  the  defendant  \vas 
fined  £3  and  £1  15s.  Od.  costs  for 
contravention  of  the  Food  Standards 
(Ice-cream)  Order,  1953. 

Informal  Sample  No.  326  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  2%.  See  sample  No. 
284. 

Formal  Sample  No.  358  The  scones  contained  margarine 

instead  of  butter.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  4th  October,  1954.  The  Town 
Clerk  was  authorised  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  against  the  vendor.  At 
Blackpool  Police  Court  on  the  28th 
October,  1954,  the  defendant  was  fined 
.£1  and  £1  15s.  Od.  costs  for  contraven- 
tion of  Section  3 of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

Formal  Sample  No.  359  The  tea  cakes  contained  margarine 

instead  of  butter.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Sei'vices  Committee  on 
the  4th  October,  1954.  The  Town 
Clerk  was  authorised  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings against  the  vendor.  At 
Blackpool  Police  Court  on  the  28th 
October,  1954,  the  defendant  was  fined 
.£1  and  £1  15s.  Od.  costs  for  contraven- 
tion of  Section  3 of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
.\ct,  1938. 
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Hot  Buttered  Formal  Sample  No.  361 
Toast 


Tincture  of  Informal  Sample  No.  395 
Iodine 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  436 


Milk,  foreign  Informal  Sample  No.  468 
matter  from 


The  toast  contained  margarine 
instead  of  butter.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  4th  October,  1954.  The  Town 
Clerk  was  authorised  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  against  the  vendor.  At 
Blackpool  Police  Court  on  28th 
October,  1954,  the  defendant  was  fined 
.£1  and  £1  15s.  Od.  costs  for  contraven- 
tion of  Section  3 of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  .^ct,  1938. 

The  sample  did  not  conform  to  the 
standards  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  on  the  29th  Nov- 
ember, 1954.  No  further  action 
taken  as  the  retailer  withdrew  from  sale 
the  remainder  of  the  stock  with  a view 
to  taking  up  the  matter  with  the 
supplier. 

The  sample  was  genuine  but 
abnormal  milk  deficient  in  solids — not 
fat  to  the  extent  of  2.6  per  cent. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee  on  the  29th  November, 
1954.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as 
the  milk  was  purchased  at  premises 
outside  the  Borough. 

The  substance  in  the  milk  was 
consistent  w'ith  partly  dried  milk  solids. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee  on  the  29th  November, 
1954.  No  further  action  w£ts  taken  as 
the  attention  of  the  suppliers  had 
alread}^  been  drawn  to  the  matter. 


Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926.  During  the  year,  attention  of  the  butchers  in 
the  town  was  drawn  especially  to  the  labelling  of  meat  and  the  greengrocers  to  the 
proper  labelling  of  fruit. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951.  Twelve  premises  are 
registered  under  Section  2 of  the  Act,  i.e.  premises  where  filling  materials  are  used. 
No  premises  are  registered  under  either  Section  6 or  7,  i.e.  premises  where  rag  flock 
is  manufactured  or  stored.  The  analyst’s  reports  on  the  11  samples  taken  during' 
the  year  show  that  9 samples  conformed  to  the  prescribed  standard,  and  in  the 
case  of  the  2 samples  which  were  below  standard  purchased  from  the  same  firm 
a warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  manufacturers. 


Prosecutions  during  1954 


Month 

Section 

CONTll.'kVENTIOXN 

January 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
Section  3. 

Case  against  defendant  dismis.sed.  Mann- 
facturer  fined  40/ -d.  and  Analyst’s  F’ee  of 
£2  2s.  Od. 

Man'll 

Public  Health  Act,  1930, 
Section  93. 

Defendants  fined  £2  Os.  Od.  (20/-  each). 
Abatement  order  made  for  28  days. 

April 

Food  and  Drugs  Act.  1938. 
Section  3. 

Defendants  fined  £2  Os.  Od.  and  costs 
£1  15s.  Od. 

Blackpool  Improvement  Act. 
1920,  Section  87  (as  amended 
by  1035  Act). 

Defendant  fined  £2  Os.  Od. 

September 

Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream) 
Order.  1953. 

Defendant  fined  £2  Os.  Od.  and  .Analyst’s 
F'ee  £1  15s.  Od. 

F’ood  Standards  (Ice  Cream) 
Order.  1953. 

Defendant  fined  £2  Os.  Od.  and  .Analyst’s 
F’ee  £1  15s.  Od. 

F’ood  and  Drugs  .Act.  1938, 
Section  3. 

Defendant  fined  £2  Os.  Od.  and  .Analyst’s 
F’ee  £1  1 5s.  Od. 

Public  Ilealtb  Act,  1930, 
.Section  93. 

Order  made  against  defendant  to  abate 
nuisance  within  2 months.  Costs  6/-d. 

October 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
Section  3. 

Defendant  fined  £1  Os.  Od.  and  £1  15s.  Od. 
costs. 

F’ood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
Section  3. 

Defendant  fined  £1  Os.  Od.  and  £1  15s.  Oil. 
costs. 

5’ood  and  Drugs  Act.  1938. 
Section  3. 

Defendant  fined  £1  Os.  Od.  and  £I  1 5s.  Od. 
costs. 

Food  Standard.s  (Ice  Cream) 
Order,  1953. 

Defendant  lined  £3  Os.  Od.  and  £1  l.j.s.  Oil. 
costs. 

November 

F'ood  Standards  (Ice  Cream) 
Order,  1953. 

nofptidjint  fiiieil  £3  Os.  Otl.  and  £1  tos.  Od. 
costs. 

December 

F’ood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
Sections  9 and  10. 

Defendant  fined  £2  Os.  Od.  and  £1  2s.  6d. 
costs  and  T.  AVall  and  .Sons  dismissed 
from  the  case. 
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